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Reader, 


SHe P ubliſber of this Trea- 
WJ riſe, baving in bis eye no 
fear of thy diſlike, nor re- 
gard of thy applanſe ; batb no other 
ollicitation, for thy peruſal there- 
pf, then the opinion be _ that 
it may be ſerviceable, tot 0 
by Soul. ff think be ſball go7 
y of a wery charitable millake, 
\pf thouflndeſt iþ errour in bis con- 
HeSnre ; and thou more obliged to 
ffer, then beto ack thy pardon for 
t. Topreſcribe preventive or re- 
cuperative medicines, in 6 great 


plague 


_ 
+ «-B; 


Plague-time, is. no piere of im | 
percinent officjouſneſs, but . « 
rudent diſcharge of duty to. the 
_ Pablick, If thon be ſo whole, 
not to nced a Fhyſitran ; thou; 
haft bad good Inck, having live 

in fo licentious an age, and 4: 
children that-are Corrup: 
ters.' Give God the glory of bk 
Grace, and” deſpiſe Low 4 goo 
wes of thy Brethren po: 
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| OR 
The Voiceto Pract 
To an Hngwiel Coſtrencs. ©, 


MADAM, 
Wo Thank you for your Charity to 
ER) (I me, in'celing me to my Prayers, 
Pe» and ſhall by Gods Grace, endea» 
PAY vour co requite it, by a counters 
IOPUO change of Charity, in praying for 
You, as you have delired me. T cannot ſay, 
that I am ſorrie thac you ſtand in need 
on prayed for : weall doſe, and they moſt 
of all, and the more for that, who think 
they need not other mens prayers: But Madam, 
as 1 cannot but admire your Humility in this 
pious requeſt, (.whoſe gracious Hearr, like 
the Treaſurje of the Temple, accepts of Mites 
as well as Talents) fo, I amnota lictle a» 
ſhamed of mine own indigencce, and cmpti- 
neſs, and ( which is worſt of all ) of ay own 
B Ute 
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unworthineſs. 1 ſpeak it in good earneſt M#- 
dam ; and being by your cal for my prayers 
become very ſentible of nxy unfitnefs, at leaſt 
for the Intercefional part of that duty ; I can 
aſſure my ſelf, that as I cruſt you will not be 
the worſe; ſo ſhall I be much the better, for 
my praying for you. 

Put Madam, for my prayers only, I pre- 
ſume you did not ſend me that Summons : I 
cannox then bur eſteem my ſelf obliged, to 
render a duty to you, of the ſame impor- 
rance 3 but more immediarely tending to 
the produgion- of - that etfe& , which you 
bave defired me to pray for z and which 
C pn) if more timel;, and jndividu- 
«lly applyed, the Diſeaſe had not been ſo in- 
vererate, and raging as it isz nor youſe dis 
ftruſiful of the vertue and cfieacic of Rees 
dies as you are. 

By fome feattered expreſſions of thy 
Friend, that delivered your meſſage ts me, 
I very confidently faſpe& your languiſhing 
under the waſting torment of a wounded Spr- 
rit : but How long, by what cauſe, or upon 
what occafion; 1 heve no hint, upon which 1 
may reaſonably ground a Prefumprion. So 
innocent hath been chat F# of your Life, of 
whick I have been a Spe&ator 3 ſo rationa}, 
cloſe, and undiftrafted your difconrſe ; thae 
I dare confidently aftirm, no Indications of 
this ſecret Maladze did ever preſent them» 

ſelves. to the moſt acute obſerver of your 
| Con- 
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Converſation with us. My thoughts cohcer- 
Aug ſuch a State in genera), I have judged 
it my duty to deliver ; but how pertinent, or 
Ccondriceft td the removal of thei parcicular 
cauſe of your trouble, I am net able to di- 
Yitte ; for the reaſons before mentioned. 
 F, The Soul of man tomes our of the 
hands of her Creator, ke a rich pwnd curious 
Watch ; carrying in ker (elk, as the Cauſes 
of her own motion ; ſd no diſerder, till ſhe 
fall under wnskilful, or unraly fingers. Her 
firft immerdgon into the Bodie, renders her 
not _ lyable to the guile of Qriginal fin, 

it to rhe rucure turbulencies, and excefles 
of thoſe faculties common' co us aud Beaſts : 
which, þecauſe in them govern'd only by an 
uncontroulable inftin@ of nature, are whotly 
iinleſs, and have in them no ocker tendency, 
but the preſervation of thacereatare in which 
they work : but wich manic 1s muck other- 
wiſe 3 whoſe appetices are ſubjetted to a 
racional choice,under the penaltY exated by 
a Law, wholly commenſurate wich reaton, 
and the noble diftates of a Soul,emancipared 
from the Suggettions, and deluiians of flcſk 
and blood. 


2, Hence is it that the receives in us no 
wounds, buc by our own hands : her Peace is 
never broke, bur by Errours in our Ele&i- 
on 3 and that moſt times but radically nei» 
therz thetrue reſencmenc of our guilt and 
danger, being ſubſequent to a reflexive a& * 
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the Soul ; from whence proceed thoſe Smitinz 
Thoughts, able ro wear out, or rend an heart 
of Adamant. | 

The ſourceor ſpring whereof uſually are 
the conlideration either 1. of what we have 
been ; or of 2. what weare; or of 3.. what 
we ſhall or may be hereafter ; the guilt of 
ſin a&ed, the prevalency of i{inful diſpoittions 
*-1n our nature, and of enormous habirs in our 
perſons; the fear of Relapſes, and horrour 
of furure puniſhments , are that which ſer 


mens ſouls upon Texter hooks : and few there | 


be, who have been guilty of any groſs {in, 
whoſe Reepentance ( if tive ) hath nor given 
rhem ſome taſte of this birter Cup, apporti- 


onate to the courſe of their unregenerate * 


life. 

3. What we have been] is of the ſame la- 
titude in our Regeneration, from whence we 
ate to compute our Spiritval life; as m onr 
Creacion, from whence we de- 
1Cor.15.22, ive our Natural being, As from 


Epheſ. 2. 1. Adam all lived, fo in Adam all 


Kom.11.32, dyed ; all dead in Sins and treſ- 
Gal. 3.22, paſſ's : God bath concluded al 

| under fin, that he might bave 
aercy rfor all, Only the Difference 1s in the 
17 mſtances, ſome. greater, ſome leffer fin« 
ners then others : ſoine longer, others lefle 
while dead in fins and Treſpatlſes: but the 


daiiger, wirhour repentance, is the ſame to | 
the tinner; che Cure the ſame co che Phy- | 


{ician. 


«a wwh. ks WY cv a..." 


Tears wip't off. 5- 
{ician. To him the ſame thing, to raiſe Fairus 
daughter to life, yer ſcarcely cold Mar. 5.22. 
az: to bring Lazarw's ſtinking carcaſe. our of 
Js grave, Fobn 11. 43. Boch ſupernatural 
works, and a ſupernatural Worker required 
to both : yer both effe&ed wirhout any I- 
tenſion of rhe power by which it was done, 
becauſe infinitely able to work. 

4. Bur as ſome of thoſe blinde men, whom 
our Saviour reſtored to light, ſaw at the very 
arſt as perfectly, as ever after: bt others 
when their eyes were firſt opened, ſaw men 4s 
Trees walking; Mark $.2.. ſoare not the ſame 
apprehenſions of their ſpiricual eſtate to all 
Pexitents ; though equally reſtored ro Grace, 
and favour with God, and Federally juſtified 
from the guilt of paſt Sins, The Cauſes hereof 
are various, ariſing partly from the Complexi- 
01, and xatural or acquifite temper of the Per- 
{ons theniſelves; partly from {ome errors in 
ſuch, who applyed co them the ourwpard means, 
and miniſtration of their Repentance ; partly 
from ſome outward accidents of life ; and 
part]y from the Syggeſtions, and Deluſions of 
Satan, with ſuch like. 

Some perſons are naturally more apt to 
impreſſions of Sadneſs , Fear, and Dilſtruſt, 
then are others. .Penecrating and quick re- 
ſentments of danger, once Certainly incurr'd, 
render ſome weak ſpirits diſtruſtful of . their 
ſafety a long time afrer, be it never ſo ſure 
and viſible ; like men ſtartled our of Melan- 
B 3 cholick 
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cholick and frighriut dreams, who: akhough 
2xake, cannot pretently be perfwaded, that 
they ars free from pail Fhe very apprehen- 
fien of the danger, his churlifhneſs and folly 
had 6aft mi into , made” Nabals heart dis? 
withigs ima, 1 Sam. 25. 37. 

Te wannot be denyed by the frongeſt Chri- 
ftian, that the guike of . fi» once truly appre- 
Hended, with all the conſequents of. horcour 
it draws after 18, is able ro-tink 4 very clear 
andfecrene foul, into-an Aſs of biack, and' 
fadrhoughts : from whieh norhing is able ro 
Buoy, artd raiſe it up; but the light of Gods 
ov:neenance, fhining upon, and influencing 
162 ſpirit, by forcible atliſtances of Grace. | 
Bur yer moſt evideuc 1t is, chat the morning © 
& fome-Chniltans ts tke char of Rurhe!, rhey 
wilh not bs comforeed : yea fo predormnant 
mebern, fomevibes, is char corpid and pen- 
ve kumous; ther te converts eomforts'them- 
ſbves, mes macter of diſcomfort : rhe good- 
nets, pacienee, and -fong-ſnfferimng of Almigh- 
+ God, rogether with his wrfeigned offers | 
of mercy, and pardon eo all rhac tredy rum 
unto him, (choſe high and exceltenr Cordiats 
Sr foul-irek Chriſtians } being by the pre» 


judices of 2 1;/pnided Imagination, correpect 
mto- moſs bierer zenlonſtes, eicher 2gamft Ad 
or therefelver. - | | 


— Somecimes- their ſpiricual troubles ſpring 
from the paFors or nnvilflilne of the MH 


-Fafiry, under which ſtick perfons hive; who | 
SS | eirher 
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either waiting the ſagacity, dexterity, { Or 
which is moſt to be feared ) the Charicy of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor- 19. 20, 22. ts become all 
things to «ll men; eſpecially in that moſt Chri- 
ſtan and wholiome branch of it, the being 
weak, with them who are weak,, in the Flock of 
Chriftz thunder out the threarnings of the 
Goſpel, promiſevonſly if the ears of b; makin 
thezr brerts ſad, whom God bath not made fed 
Exch. £3- 22, and lo vexivg them whom God 
hath wounded, Pſal. 69. 27. waftead of calling, 
encquraging and comforting finners under 
R eperance ( that ſmall and jtill voice ) terri- 
mg them with ache Menaccs of rhe Law, 
{ thiet bond and furious winde ) and caſting up- 
on men ſtrong fuſpitions of their having E- 
lapſed the t:me of metcy ; ſeeming to ante- 
date the greet and tevrible day of th» Lord, 
by taking the ſencence of condenmarion. ouc 
of his mouth. Not coniidering, that the Mi-. 


niſters of the Goſpel bave their Conmillions 


dated from $10», and. not from Sins; and 
that the method, and language of S. Part in 
the Pulpit, is not only more uitable to that 
Meflage of Peace, bus molt inxiable by us; 
becauſe it proved ſe ſucceldfub, m the launets 
of Reconoilany met to God. 
T knew. that ,2a Fort of Thunder may have 
much-ſaidan-his behalf,. from theſe cvil and 
deaf ties its winch wo live :. to hift up the 
vorce liky « truntpets awd tofſbew the ptaple their 
Irenfgreſfexs, and the bo!ife of Faegh their = 
| B 4. Iſai 
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Iſai. $. 1 is adutie, ftrongly and indiſpenſa- 
bly lying on a Miniſter of the Goſpel at all 
times; much more in ſuch arr age as this we 
live inz whereinio many thouſands of Chri- 
ſtians hold the truth of God int wnrighteouſneſs, 
Rom. 1. 18, and turn bis Grace into wantonneſs, 


Fud. Ae ;uſtifying not only Samaria, but $o- 


dom and her Siſters; by outballancing her, 


and them, in all manner'of eirnal, and ſpiri- 
wel pollitions: but that we ſpeak is moſtly 


againft rhe undue care of ſome Preachers of 


the Goſpel, nor 'ſuthciently beeding and diſ- 
criminating ſuch,who mourn in Zion, Exzc9.4. 
upon whoſe forcheads Exzekze/s mark hat 
paſt, and againſt whom the ſeverities of thoſe 
Comminarions ought not tobe uſed. 
- Sometimes this Trouble of minde, (if ut 
doth not wholly ſpring, yet _ receivech much 
frengch and nouriſhment, from ſome Acci- 
dents of life. Every unuſual circumſtance in 
providential diſpenſations, in the apprehen- 
nons of ſuch'men, carries with it the Shape 
and Terror of Divine Revenge : and all 1o- 
ving correfions, of a moſt wiſe and merci- 
ful Father, are reckoned upon, as the ſad Pre- 
ſages of everlaſting Torments, Nothing but 
che angry frowns of a terrible Judge, flame- 
mg Torches, Fire and Brimitone, are the 
Sceanes aid Phanteſms of ſuch clowded brains: 
yea, ſo ſuljen and diftruſful; is the Repen- 
eance-of ſue} men, that they ſuſpe& every 
bleling, and g00d thing, that God beſtows 
2 -- + ** poſh 
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upon them in this world, as ſo many golder 
Bells caſt out before them, to betray them in. 
their Race. They eat, drink, ſleep, converſe 
with ſuch anxiery- of Spirit, that they there- 
by become intallerable to themſelves and 
others, Again, OY II NIE 

Saran moſt times hath a deep hand in theſe 
troubles; who being unchangeably malicious 
royard mankinde , inceſfancly Siturbs the 
| Peace of ſuch Chriſtians whom he cannot 
ruine. Yet ſo ſecret and cloſe are his Devices, 
that many prudent Chriſtians are not able 
( as indeed it is very difficult ) to diſfern, 
berwixt his ;-jeions, and the motions of their 
own Appetites. By which error Satan exceed- 
ingly troubles their quiet, and ſets them in- 
to perpetual quarrels againſt themſelves, 
whereby he chinks it not impoſſible, at laſt 
to ingul/ph chem in Deſpair. 

To this may be added, that ſoine Falſe 
Principles have in them a very immcdiate 
tendency to bezger trouble in mens mindes, 
who are. of injtable judgments, but yet of a 
good and.ingenuous diſpoſition: thoſe eſpecially 
concerning the Irreſitibility of ſaving Grace, 
| the weceffity of ones believing himſelf to be Fu- 
flified, wunconditionate - Eleftion to Salvation, 
wich ſome -others.z: whoſe fallity is plainly 
demonſtrared, by many excellent Treatiſes of 
learned, judicious, and pious-Divines. 

Neither is it a conſideration impertinent 
70 che matter in hand, that there-is a diffe-, 
rence 
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rence worthy our obſervation, betwixc Sm in 
the Merrary, and in the Confeirnce of a finnar; 
the nor perception whereof, may cauſe great 
trouble, and diſquiter in mens wmindes. For 
as tlie Corrrienre and che M-wmeory gre not re> 
ally one and the ſame thing; fo neicher us tm 
to be accounted of the ſame canrerament tO 
the linner,, when xt is only reprefented by the 
Memory, and when charted upon hin by his 
Conftienve. Uſually, proporticnable ts rhe 
meaftrre of oar Faith ard Repetitence is our 
Peaceof Conferexce; by theſe are the Marks 
and Charadtersof car gail purced away by 
degrees : bur the trauficrt £2 of fin commits 
red, ever recotteacd by the Memory, apper- 
tonately to the natural vigonr of the fa- | 
enry im every man. And from kence it 1s, 
that in the fourfold d:\tinfAion of Cornfczence, 
there is one ſort whiel is ſaidtor be gaad, bur 
net q#zet: which, { for nry own pans ) beon- 
eevve 10 be an fv, produced berwins the 
monnratve and imoginative f1culticy z; raher 
cen 2 true; and. dutindt ſtate af Confiionce w 
4 Chbriitian ; u being, to my underſtanding, 
equal}y pot-hle for the: Imaginetzon, to att 
amd par{enare Conſcience (in ſome men Þ as 
well 19 he ftyartiue and wadicative, as itt the 
afiymat ive and: anter protatieie power of Law. 
Where che /megin-tzen (a3 conſcience} map 
wahe Law te govuin mens actions, as ſee 
Treonfeflad! y dart: ris nar difproportiona- 
ble ro Keaton tn belicne,. that Jmuegiuatins 
_ way 
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may hkewife perplex, and pnnith thoſe men | 
for the breach of ſuch Laws, as likewiſe : 
Conſcience dock. | 

5, Bue lerthe Canfes and Occaſions of theſe 
Diſtempers be whar they will ; be it the Con- 


ſcience, or imaginatzve Faculty, or Memory, 


or af!, or any other ching, thar procures, or 
promotes rhis trouble; ufually, thefe are the 
ctic&s thereof, in ſad reiterated Obje&ions 


—  C——— mo 
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OBJECTION T. 


My Sizs are mt as other mens, they are not the 
Yor of Gods Children : they hare theſe 
ircumſtances, that rexder them maſt formi- 
Able. They are 1. mare then othe* mens, 

2 greater, 3.more l1yet, aJopgey lrued ins 

5» teff grieve for, then the Sins of other 


MER. 
SOLUTION. 


& T YI all cheſe Circumſtances rogerher, 

L but the laſt C which {batt be an- 
ſwered by ic (elf ) your (ns can be but grear, 
many, foved, relapſed , and perhaps after 
farp Corre&ions for them, Vows againft 
chem, fenec of ſtrengrch and abilicy through 
grace, to oppoſe ,relift, and overcome them, 
ant aft the mof} powerful temptations ro 
lien , .and this. acknow:iedged, and owned 


by 
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by your ſelf, in your impaflionate, and de- 
liberate thoughts. | 

Now what hinders the Remiſsion of ſuch 
Sins ? are theſe the firſt £cerlet fins tkat have 
ever been brought before the Throxe of Grace, 
to. receive another ftinciure by the hands of 
Mercy and pardon ? is there any 1mcapacity 
in the Sinner, any defc&in the means, any 
qualification in the ſins themſelves, any barre 
or obſtacle to the Judge, that theſe 11s, that 
ſuch a finner ſhould not be renitted ? 

What makes you uncapable of Pardon ? 
any Decree concerning your perſon, in Gods 
ſecret Fil ? jn his revealed Will there is no- 
thing bur grace and mercy offet ed ro you, be- 
cauſe to all that truly repent and twn unto 
bim, Ezch, 18.21, 22. but if you ſuſpet che 
Will of Gods purpoſe, what he hath derer- 

ined concerning your Perſon, in that Jl: : 
you muſt know, chat as there are not two 
Wills in the Divine Majeſty , nor two con- 
tradifiory Ads of one an1 the ſame '771il : 
So may you aſſure your ſelf, that what may 
direAly be concluded from his Kevealed Will 
concerning the ſalvation of mankinde, ,you 
have your joyut-;ntereſt therein, with rhe reſt 
of the Redcenied World : and that no Decree 
hath from all eternity been paſt againſt you 
whereby a barre is A againlt all your go 
and ſquare endeavours, and your,perſon re- 
jeaed into a fatal neceſſity of being damned, 
Impo#ſ:blc indeef it 1s that ſuch dormant At- 

| taindcrs 


Revealed will in God. 'r3 


tFainders ſhould 1ye againſt the Perſon; of 
ſome men, for the Prevarication and Rebel- 
lion of our firſt Parents, and yer that General 
Att of the Grace and Favour of Almighty God, 
be ſo ſolemnly proclaimed by that great Am- 
baſſador of our Keconciliation, 1 Tim. 2. 4+ 


OI 


— 


OBJECTION 11. 


Byt I have made my ſelf uncapable Ly If 
the opportunities 2 and heretofore Fi 
fally-uſing both the 1zward, and outward 
means of my Calling , and therefore juſtly 
ﬆ that fallen upon me, foretold and threa'- 
zed in, Prov. 1.24. Becauſc I have called, 
and ye refuſed, I have ftrerched our my: 
hand, and no man regarded, 8c, wv. 26. [ 
will lauzh ar your Calamity, &c., 


SOLUTION. 
7. IF by the Opportunity or Seaſon of re- 


penting unto Salvation, you mean 
| one foznt of time, wherein God dorh. ſuffci- 

ently once for all, or as the laft tendrie — 
not only offer us the means of Grace, but al- 
ſo ſufpviently prepare and diſpoſe the Will to 
receive it: I doubc nor, bur that anſwer of 
our Saviour to his Diſciples, As 1.7. will 
be very applyable to you, It js '5t- for 

yore 


Tv The CASE of the Day 
you to know the times or the ſcafſons, which the 
Father bavh pt tn has own power. As Grace 
ac (cif is the free and ndeoſerved guift of God, 
To arc the cirowmttances of giving it, fortime, 
manner, and mceſure, His; and diſpoſed of 
according to the Wil! of bis p:rpoſe, where- 
with you are not made acquauited, nor 

rivie to any decermination concerning your 
telf, unleſs you have had, ſome known Reve- 
lation thereof. I believe that the Day of grace, 
as far as WE art able to coi{ctt is not fat wh; 
.nor the Suu of Keghteonſneſs, that at Our Sa» 
viours Baptiſm roſe ppoy eur Souls, with beating 
is bis rugs, ler, and gone down over us, till 
our life be ended. Some were called at the 
eleventh hour, when there was bur tne dour 
more £©o work in 2 yet by the bouhcful pro- 
miſe of the Lord of the Vineyard were re- 
wargded with the praxy, 5. 2. everlaſting life, 
as well as they who bere the burden and beat 
of the day, Matth. 20. g. Sincerity of Reſo= 
lurion is pretious in Gods eye : and where 
ſufficient time to approve the ſame by good 
works 1s nc allowed; I doubt not of the 
ſavable fate of char ſoul, Yer I dp profeſy 
not co believe, that ſuch an one ſhall have 
an equal {hare of glory, with Saints of the 
frit magmtnde ; neither can there in reaſon 
be {o comfortable a poſture of minde 19okt 
for in tuch an one «© this being moſt commons» 
ly the Reſult of that experience we have of 
bur own repentance, by bringing forth fruis 
worthy 


Of Gtave $:3n2 ſperm, fc. rs 
worthy of 4c 3 which oughe, when tim? and 
means permit, to caryy in thenr a due pro- 
portioft, ts the continuance, and vilencls of 
our former unregenerarte life. 
Now, though Almishcy God doch ſome- 
time accept che will for rhe-deed, viz. a frm 
and irrefragable Temptatiousprovf Reſolrtion of 
Converſion for al fire affval performances 
thereof; as brine able to Foreſee, char char 
man would perform his reſolutions, in ca'e 
God did permit him ſo mach time - yer ſhould 
no man upon this Coniderartion, deferre his 
Repentance, but rather moſt #r4zofly ime 
brace the preſence rims offeret 5 nor only for 
that this is to be incerpreted an affront of che 
} Divine Majeſty, by rxrning the Grace of God 
| into wantornef; bur for thurno man is afſnred, 
that ever he ſhall have any ſuch /ate, ard pre 
tiow minute Youchſafed wnto him ; or if it 
be, can poſſibly have any aſſurance, thac he 
will be rue to his word wich God, in his 
Vows and Reſolutions 3 God alone, wick 
whom all furure thing: are preſent, b=:ng able 
to foreknow the foundnefs, an:{ fteadintis of 
fnach fipmrackt hogagers. And as rheſe depen- 
deneies are ſeldom fo fucceſsful ( ar leaſt nor 
fo ofcen }) as marry men imagine 4 and m 
Charity we tnay very farre hope; ſo would 
} have ther to be eftecmed, as ſuch, which 
can have no right F/pe# tpn, nor incotrage» 
ment fron, the xſu4/, reg+lar Proceedings of 
the Divine Majeſty : but arc rather to be layd, 
Qu 


16 The CASE of the Day 
on the promiſed exceſſes and ſuperabundaw- 
cies of an [fine goodneſs, ——_— it (elf 
coa finner, Repenting him of his fins, be- 
yond the full and free limits of the firft gra- 
ciow Conceiion of Pardon : from a Rely- 
ance on which, as I would not deterre any 
the moſt grievons affender ; whoſe neglets 
and former Supinity had caſt hin on this 
little Plank, in a Sea of Perplexitiesz ſo do 
I almoſt aſlure my (elf, that fuch a Chriſtian, 
who dares continue in fin, upon the conti- 
dence. of this ſuperabundance of grace, (hall 
Kever be partaker thereof; this being a Pear! 
- of too incomparable a value, to be calt be- 
fore that Swine, who hath ſo contempuoutly 
trampled 1t under his feet, 

Yet, if you mark it, your Caſe is far dif- 
ferent from the ſtate of ſuch a man, who hath 
negleCted{ ſay deſpiſed ) the offers of mercy 
till the laſt minure of his life, wherein he 
rather ſnatches after, then imbraces pardon 3 
being more ſenſible of his own danger, then 
the love of God: for ( blefſed be God _) you 
have not received any Summons, toa ſpeedy 
account of your rn by a decrepid old 
age, or a Violent diſeaſe, or other contin- 
gency 3 bur have made ir your blefled choice, 
ro double your Pace in the wayes of Holineſs ; 
having yet, ( as fzr as we are ableto gueſs ) 
the Pojtmeridian part of your Day before you ; 
time enough by the good bleſſing of God, 
co finiſh your T%k which is ſer you, " 

| , 
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Day of Grace being ſpent. 17 


th- night come Wherein no man can work,, 70" 


. 4+ 
F As for your Deſpightfully uſing the Spirit of 
Grace, Heb. 10. 29. ( as you phraſe it after Se. 
Pay!) an expreſsion more luitable to a ſtate 
of Apojtacy than Unregeneracy, ( as you, would 
have me ſuppoſe yours to be ) as in your 
former courſe of life, you ſer ( if I may be- 


 heve your ſelf ) too little an eſteem, wpon 
the wayes of God ( the manner of unregenc- 


rate men: ) ſo have you now too bitter a cen- 
ſure upon your own, the fins of our unrege- 
nerace life, being afcer converhon, by all 
Divines (1 preſume ) accounted araungable, 
under the ſtyle of Infirmittes; and therefore 
of what ſort ſocver , yet pardonable upon 
R epentance. 


CFE 


OBJECTION. 
t grant (ſay you) that # may be with ſome 


Chriſtians 4s with St. Paul; he .was 4 
moſt violent Perſecutor of the Church, but 
then it was in a ſtate of Ignorance and 
Unbelief , and therefore he ſayes , God 
kad metcy upon him, becauſe he did ir 
through Ignorance , and in Infidelity : 
From whence 'tis eaſy to in infer, that 
hai St. Paul maliciouſly aud — 

C ; 


18 The Caſe of Suns of Ignorante, 
ly afed thoſe outrages againft the Church 


of Chrilt, he had undoubtedly been excluded | 


from all hopes of Pardon; what think you then 


: 


will become of me, Who knew the will of ? 


my Maſter and did it not. 


SOLUTION. 


8: J*Hat Saint Paz! did Tenorantly perſe- 

cute the Church of Chr;F is unqueſtio- 
nable ; and that if Saint Pay! had done the 
ſame Knowingly, and Malicioufly, he had not 
had any grounds to expe& Pardon may pro- 
bably enough be true ; bur I do not take it to 
be out of all Queſtion , but the Inference 
from hence againſt your ſelf is 1/logical, and 
will by no means follow upon thoſe Premiſes. 
For thus your Argument ſtands , Saint Paul 
had mercy from God for perſecuting the 
Church. of Chriſt Ignorantly , therefore who- 
ever committeth any fin againſt Conſcience 
and Knowledge ſhall not have mercy,and ſuch 
finsT am guilty of - 

] ſhatl not ſtand'to ſhew you the falfiry of this 
way of reaſoning, but onlydiſcover unto you 
how erroneous your Principles are, and that 
ſo evidently, as1 need not torture you into a 
confefsion thereof; Do you profels to believe 
that there is an equality in atl kinds of Sin? 
that Adultery is not a greater fin thanSwear- 
mg?Murder orTdolatry than Sabboth breach? 
Rebellion 
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and Sins of Wilfullneſs. Ig 
Rebellion than Thefc ? 1 am aſſured you are 
not involved in this} groſs errur. Brtchen do 
you believe, that that circumſtance | of doing 
it Knowingly | can render the fame {1n unpar- 
donable , which if done Ignorantly will upon 
Repentance undoubredly be forgiven, Wþz 
then can be ſaved £ Whar were the fins of Da- 
vid and of Saint Peter ? were chey nor {ins a- 
gainft Knowledge , yet Repentance reſtor'd 
both of them to their former tation in Gods 
favour , you cannot ſuppoſe that choſe per- 
ſons with whom our Saviour converit, were 
all of them Sinners only out of Ignorance : 
Mary Magdalen was never held co be Ignorant 
(much leſs to be Inculpably ſo,) that her courſe 
of Life was not agreeable to the Law of God : 
yet ſo dear was ſhe to our Saviour , upon 
her hearty Repentance, That after his Reſur- 
relion he appeared firſt to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom be had caft ſeven Devils, Mar.16. g. 


—— 
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OBJECTION 1V. 


| —_— —— — — 


But under the Law the Soul that did ought 
prelumprueuſly , was to be cut off from 


Iſrael. 
SOLUTION. 


9, WE: are not under the Lew but under 
Grace, and Saint Pay! tells us plain- 


C2 ly, 


20 Caſe of Preſumptuous S1ns. 
ly, that a main branch of chat Priviledge is, 
{hat by Him) ( 1. e. Chriſt ) all that believe are 
quſtified from all thittgs , from which Te (1. e, 
the Jews ) could not be juſtified by the Law of 
Moles, Af. 13. 39. from whence *ris clear, 
that RemiſSion of {ins 1s given to all Sinners, 
who repent and believe the Goſpel. Beſides, 
every tin thara man commits againſt Know- 
ledge, is not a fin of Preſumprion , or a fin 
committed with an high H :#4;, Preſumption 
is not an error of , or in the Underſtanding, 
but in the Will; at leaſt is much more faxr 
in the Will , thanin the incelleCual faculty, 
and therefore to fin againſt Knowledge, and 
to fin Preſumpruouſly are not convercible, 
and the ſame thing; Preſumption being nor 
only the higheſt degree of Wilfullneſs, and 
very properly placd under the vice of Ayda- 
cityz but it refleAs more upon the perſon of 
the Law-maker, than on the Law it (elf; and 
the contempt of perſons in Authority 1s ever} | 
more grievouſly puniſhed than the breach of } 
ſuch Laws and conſtitutions, as are made 


by then, | 


” 


OBJEC TION V. | 


Bat to relapſe into ſin , after not only Reſolutti-| | 
ons but Vows againſt it, as they who ſin-after | * 
Baptiſm do, 1s intollerableand a ſign of one} © 

that 


Of Sins after Baptiſme. _—* 
tha: bath forfeited the Grace , that 15 gruen 
him, and ts judicially hardned by God. 


SOLUTION. 
10.”T'O ſin, and to relapſe into ſin after a 


Vow againſt ir, is that thing indeed 
which every baptiſed Chriſtian doch : and in 
thoſe who are 44»/t , or at years of d:(creri- 
on (not invincibly ignorant of their Obliga- 
tion) 15 infall.bly not only a very great Ag- 
gravation of ſin, but a init (elf : and ſuch 
an Ottendour is ( in very truth ) nor only a 
great Diſhonor to che Goipell of Crit , bur 
a great ſcandal to the Communion af Saints; 
dil-inhericed C and that aCtually ) of his in- 
terelt in the Kingdom of: Chritt, whilelt he 
continues in that ſtate of Impenitency : bur 
when the courſe is broken, the cafe is quite 
the contrary ; and the Prodiga/ returning , 
capable of as benign and as hoſpital a Recep- 
tioa in bis Fathers houſe , as was chat ocher 
Son, able to boaſt of his good demeanour 
from his Childhoo:1. T his 1s the caſe of Re- 
pentant Sinners, and for ſuch it 1s, that when 
they ( nay though but a ſingle one ) rerurn, 
There is joy in the preſence of the Angels of 
God.Luke 15.12. 

But for the Vow in the Baptiſme, I am nut 
for the preſent ) of opinion , that it is any 
aggravation of (in, till the baptiſed Perſon 
comes to years of Diſcretion , and hath er 
C 3 ther 


23 The Caſe of Sins 
ther anally taken upon him the perfor- 
mance of his Baptiſma! vaw , or eiſe hath at- 
rain'd ſo much knowiedge of his Profeſsion, 
as that he hath, or may have informaticn, 
that he-was initiated thereinro, 'and admit- 
ted under ſuch a ſol-mn Stiprlation. 'But 
when I ſpeak of AGal taking upon him the 
performauce of this Vow, I do not mcan 
that ſolemn, direR, oral, and publick tranſ- 
fercing the Obligation on himſelf in Epiſco- 
pal Confirmation : but alſo the doing any 
Chriſtian duty of Communion , whereby he 
doth ( though bur implicitely ) own his Faith, 
and 'conſequently his Obligation' thereto, 
made Gn his behalf by Suretyes in his Bap- 
riſmne, 

And again, you muſt conceive, that every 
willful 1in againſt Knowledge and Conſcr- 
ence ( even mthole who are adr/t , and have 
Adually put theniſelves under the perfor- 
mance of the Vow ) js no ab4ication of our 
Vow in Baptiſme, neither do I apprehend 
thar Perſon which ſo offends to be guilty of 
Perjury , upon every A&of ſuch {in of W1l- 
fullneſs, no more than I believe, that every 
iingle diſobedience of her Husband may be 
interpreted to be a perjury inthe Wife, be- 
caulc ihe hath promiſed, and ſolemnly 
vowed to obey bim in the Mariage Con- 
trad, | 

1 confeſs, that an habitnal courſe of wil- 
full fin, in ſuich as ds own thetr profecſci- 
| ON; 


After Baptiſme. 23 
on; nay that any fin preſumptuouſly commit- 
ted againſt the Divixe Majefty, doth imply 
a breach of this vow, as well as final Apoftacy; 
yea that the abnegation of any evdent Fur- 
damental of Religion, as the Reſurretion of 
the Deed, the Dotrine of the ever b/eſſed and 
boly Trinity, ( afcer firſt aud ſecond Admoniti- 
01, Tit. 3. 10. &c. is) a breach of the Vow in 
Baptiſme, but that every A&ef willfull lin is 
ſuch, is to my Apprehenfion no more a truth, 
than for a Chriſtian of the Proteſtant perſwa- 
fion to deny Chrifts lacal deſcention into Hell, 
(which hath no undenyable ground in Scrip- 
ture) andfor that error ( for to that Perſwa- 
fion the Church is not infallible ) co be held 
guilty of perjury in breaking , che ſecond 
clauſe, or branch of this Vow in Baptiſme, re= 
quiring him to bel:zeve all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, as well as dath the fir/# and 
third, exaW from him a forſaking of the Devil, 
the World,the Fleſh,and the keeping of Gods boly 
IWill and commandements all the days of my life. 

Bur ler the moſt that you fear be granted, 8 
you be held guilty of as ntauy perjuries, as 
you conmutted ocher fins,and this not only in 
your own eſteem, but in the opinions of lear- 
ned Divines, yet ſtill this may render that 
condition to be more lamenred, bur it can- 
not make it irrecoverable; for is there any 
thing in Scripture more frequent than Gods 
Meſſages by bis Prophets to the People of che 
7ews,calling them to repentance, & rhat afcer 
C 4 Co- 


24 Of Juducial Hardehing. 
Covenant-lreach, and promifing them pardon 
ifthey would repent, - and convert unto him ? 
The Propher Feremy may ſuperſede your 
ſearching, any other Scriptures to this pur- 
pole who indeed is abundant in choſe pro- 
miſes of Mercy, and thertfore a Book very 
fic to comfort every penitent Soul, and like- 
wiſe- as fit by reaſon of the Threatning 
therein to convert the Impemitent. | 
As for that you ſpeak concerning judicial 
induration, or Gods hardening mens hearts 
in Judg ement ; 1 confeſs, that 
Mart. 25.28, there 1s a taking away the Ta- 
Luke $8. 18. Uent from the floathtull Ser- 
vant, a withdrawing of Grace 
from him that doth notuſe ir, ro thar end 
for wl»ch it was given him by God: but thac 
fuch a judgemenr is not ( ordinarily )) revea- 
led,ſave by the treaſaring up of wrath againſt 
the day of wrath, the finai impenirence 
of him who is thus j1dicially hardened by 
God, will be difficult to prove, there being 
no very ſure example of this Induration 1n 
Scripture , ſave that of Pharoah, in whom 
choſe conſequents were moſt vitible, and of 
choſe obſtinate and incredulous Jews to 
whom our Saviour preach'd, or in whoſe pre- 
ſence, or Country he wrought ſo many Mi- 
racles, mentioned in Mat. 13. 14, 15- but 
that you are in danger of ſuch jydjcial Indu- 
ration as this, 1s a very remste fear, and to my 
judgment wholly inconſiſtent with your pre- 
ſent Chriſtian Deporcment. OB- 
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OBJECTION. 


But you ſay, my Sins are confeſſedly very great, 
( berng accompanyed with ſuch circumſtances 
as they are) ever withall the Allowances 
your Charity or Tudzement can afford them : 
they cannot then but require a proportionable 
Grief for them , which as yet I find not in my 

ſelf; Moſes Rod that drew water from 

Rocks of the Wilderneſs, bern? not able to 
break an! wound my (tony Heart into Rrvers 
of Teac, ſuch as are fit to cleanſe and wrince 
away theſe ſtaizs of Sin. 


SOLUTION VI. 


1 Gm complaint is but a retr.ve of one of 

thoſe Aggravations of your {ins men- 
tioned by you at the firſt,and by me deferred 
to be ſatisfied atthat time. I ſay therefore 
that jt cannot be denyed , bur that Grief for 
fin committed ought ro bear ſome proportion 
with the heinouſne(s of our Crimes for which 
we defire to grieve and lament: but you may 
be very unfit to judge of this proportionzeſpe- 
cially ſecing your Grief and Kevenge, With an 
intermixture of other Traſcible paſsions, hath 


made you already too obnoxions to the devi- 
| Ces 


26 The Caſe of Sorrow for Sip. 
ces of Satan, 2 Cor. 2. 11. and Peter three 
times denyed thar he knew his Maſter, . Mark, 
74- 66. and that with Curſings and Swear- 
ings, Imprecations ( perhaps) upon himſelf 
af he knew any ſuch man, Luk. 22.55. Here 
was a Complication -of very groſs fins, as 
Swearing, Curling, Denyal of his Maſter, 
whom lately he profeſſed to be the Son of 
God; and all this a flat Perjury;z yet you 
| never read of Tears thed for 
Mat. 26.75- theſe Sins more then once : but 
Mar. 74.72. then they are recorded to be 
Luk. 22. 62. Bitter ones, what they wanted 
| in the Extrinſeca/ Proportion 
ro the Standard of mians Judgement, they 
had in the Ttrinfick value, moſt proportion- 
able tothe Judgement of God, 

You muſt know then,that Grief and Shame, 
and ſuch like 4fe&ions of the Iraſcible Appe* 
tite, are parts of that correive Juſtice, which 
we execute upon our ſelves; and very pro- 
= on the /ower Sou}, becauſe that hath 

en moſt inſtrumental in our Sins, and hath 
likewiſe had rhe greateſt ſhare of the Senſual 
Pleaſure received in {ſmning ; as alſo for that 
ſhe is the molt proper inſtrument to nacerate 
and chaſtize the Body, ( the other Aſſociate 
and Coxſpirator in offending. ) That which 
ought to give the greateſt ſatisfa&ion to the 
Penitent, concerning the Truth and Meaſure 
of his Sorrow for Sin, is the Averſation of 
bis Spirit and Minde to all former evil wayes, 

as 
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as ſuch ; with a full Reſolution, and ſincere 
Endeavour, to avoid and fly al! Sin for the 
time to come, and to imbrace and praftiſe 
molt impartially,a//Rules of Godlineſs, Righ- 
teorſneſs and Sobriety, at what rate ſoever he 
piirchaſe the performance of them; facili- 
rating his way thereto, by a frequent and 
prudent exerciſe of ſuch helps of Mortifica- 
tion, as his Lord and Maſter Chriſt, and the 
Church his Mother, have recommended by 
examplec,or enjoyned by Precepr. 

| Neither is there any cauſe to complain, 
that theſe Severe Courſes are not reconcilea- 
ble to a.cheerful manner of living in this 
World, ſe far as not to caſt any torpid Lan- 
guiſhments on our frail Bodies, or to render 
our ſelves complyable with ſober and honeſt 
Converſation : for they who have, and daily 
do make Trya] of theſe Ryles and Canons for 
a Chriſtian mans life, do not finde ſo much 
trouble in the praftice of them, as in the ſad 
Refletions On their former Unregenerate 
State ; which yerthey may now contemplate 
with Glory to God, and Comfort ro theni- 
ſelves, who through the Grace of our Lord 
Feſw Chriſt, hath given them the Viltory 
over {o Unwearied, fo Politick, and ſo 
Powerful Enemies to their ſalvation : if Rea- 
ſon can perſwade you, that it 1s matter of 
Sadneſs for a man to paſs throngh rough and 
dirty wayes, that he may in ſhort time go 
and be poſit of a Kingdom 3 or 1f you can 
| 1magine, 


28 The Cgſe of Sorrew for S:x. 


magine, that that man hath reaſonable cauſe 
of Complaint, who is fure to eſcape the 
Bloody Hands of Aſſaſſines 5 if he will but 
rake the pains ro J/inde himſelf after a ſure 
Guide, chrough.a arrow Path, beſet here and 
chere with Briars and T horns 3 then, and noc 
elſe, hath chat man canſe ro complain of the 
unchearfulneſs of an Holy Life , who hath 
engaged to follow Chri# his Leader, 'in the 
Dutzxes and Contingencies of ſo Noble a 


Profeſſion. 


— 


OBJECTION VI. 


But I fill fear the Iſlue of all my Travatls ; 
z3t thinking any thizg too Dear to be boutht, 
or too Heavy to be borne, ſo I might Le aſſu- 
red to finiſh my Courſe with joy : 1 am 
told by my Sautur himſelf, that many (hall 
{cekro enter in ar the ſtraight gate, and 
ſhall nor be able ro enter. 1f my former 
Sins Le not pardoned, all I do will be to m0 
purpoſe ; the rot acceptins of my Perſon 
will render aNf the good I do contemptitle, 
an1 puniſhable ty God , as being ſo many 
guilded Sins, x; ſuch moral works are wort 
to Le called, 


5 OLl- 


The Caſe of God's acceptiug Mens Perſons, 29 


SOULUTION. 


12. JF nothing but your Pardon in your 
band will ſatishe yau, and ſhake off 
the Scruples and Perplexities of your mind ; 
you muſt know that this Pardon and Juftitica- 
tion of ours, is rather under Promiſe now, and 
by Title of Law, then 4@ally pas'd upon our 
Souls in this Life : yet are nor we the lefs ſe. 
cure of it, for the Word of God is unchange- 
able ; bur no man hath reaſon co expett, 
with Unconditionate and A'ſolute Aſſurance, 
what muſt depend upon our 'own Co-operation 
with the Grace of God. And though God 
hath aſſured us, that He will nor forſake us, 
till we forſake Him, no nor preſently rhen 
neither; yet what aſſurance we ſhall have of 
our own! endeavours,muſt be ſought for in the 
promiſes of God made & perform'd to his gra» 
cious Servants, and alfo in our own free Il s, 
and the preſeverance of them in 
Grace dayly and minurely Luke 19,26. 
begged of Higiin Prayer, God 1Cor.15-x/t. 
firſt g1ves us Srace to ask, then 2 Pet.2, 9. 
commands us to ask,then helps Phzl, 1. 6. 
our Infrmities in asking , and | 
promiſes he will give if we ask as he hath bi1 
us; if then our wantsbe nor ſupplyed, where 
will che fault lye but in our ſelves? Grace 1s 
cheepiy enough obramed, if it may be had 
for the king, andincreas'd for the uſing. 
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But being you ſpeak of Gods not accepting 
your Perſon , as if that had ſoneceſſary and 
immediace an influence upon all your pradice, 
that not only nothing were accepted withour 
ir, bur every thing for it and from it; we will 
a little conſider thar expreſsion, as it is ufed 
in Scripture , with refleftion upon the erro- 
neous do&rine wherein you ſeem tome to 
be'(C I believe unwircingly } involved. 

To accept any ones perſon hath in Scripture a 
two-fold ſenſe: ſomerimes it is taken in a good 
ſenſe, bur not often, ſo in 1 Sam. 25. 35. 
where David being interceeded with by the 
eloquence, wiſedom, and preſence of Abigail, 
changeth his determination of deſtroying her 
Husband Naba/ and his Family , and this is 
there called ax accepting of her Perſon. In a bad 
ſenſe it is more ulually found, ſo God for- 
bids the Miniſters of Fuſtice 40 accept Mens Per- 
ſons: Lev. 16. 15. and in this ſenſe it is, that 
God will not accept the Perſons of Men, 2 Sam; 
34+ 14+ Mac. 22. 16. Gal. 2.6, yea in this ſenſe 
the Perſon of God Himſelf may be , but mult 
not be accepted , as in Fob: 13. 7, 8. Will ye 
ſeak wickedly for God , and talk, deceitfully 
for him ? will ye accept His perſon ? wherein 
Fob admonitſherh his Friends that they ſhould 
not argue for God. ( with opinion thereby 
to vindicate his Juſtice ) from falſe Allegati- 
ons of Fobs Hypocriſy, So do thoſe men, who 
equzvocate,' Or lye, ſteal, rob, commit Sacriledge 
and murder for Gods glory , &c. accept the per- 
ſon of God. When 
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When therefore the Phraſe of | accepting 
of mens perſons]] is uſed in a good ſenſe, it ſig- 
nifies thus much , that che perſon of ſuch a 
man in conjuntion with his good qualifications, 
or deſerts, 1s accepted & rewarded : but when 
it ſignifies toa bad ſenſe, then it imports thus 
much ; that ſuch a Man 1s accepted, favour'd, 
or rewarded , without any intuition of his 
9nalifications be they good or evil; this is 
Partiality and Injuftice, and we may not uſe 

it even for God himſelf. | 
Now by your Obje&ion, I conceive, you 
believe that he is an Accepter of Perſons in 
this laſt ſenſe, viz, an abſolute Elefor, who 
out of the maſs of Mankind —— did by 
vertue of his Soveraign power,and Omnipotent 
will, irrefpetively chooſe foine few mens Per- 
ſons, and reprobate Myriades of others, with- 
out any previſional regard to their Works, 
expreſ]y cantrary to that of Saint Pax, Gal. 
/ 2. 6. where the Apoſtle ſayes, that God re< 
Betis no Mans perſon, (the Gentiles being as c- 
ligible in Gods eye, as the lineal ſeed of Abra- 
bam, of which the Fews could not eatily be 
perſwaded; ) . neither Temes nor Peter who 
ſeemed tobe P3llars, being preferred and re- 
ſpeted before Saint Pal, ( 4 late abortive 
Convert, ) by Him who ſceth not as Man ſeeth. 
And therefore if God hath not ele&ed ſome, 
and reprobated others, without prevzſior 
and 1ntrition of their Qyalifications ; as fore- 
feeing what good, or what bad, or what = 
c 
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uſe men would make of Grace given, and 
conſequently, thereby aſſre_ or diveſtthem- 
{elves of tlie Advancages and Priviledges of 
Gods common Love to Maukinde ; your tear of 
not being accepted, becauſe God hath from 
all Erernity fome Dnarre! or No Love to your 
Perſon, is not only trivolous, bur dangerous; 
and in it ſelf deftry&ive of all your Labours 
and Endeavours for eternal Life ; keeping 
them under tlie diſmal, and falſe Apprehen- 
ſton of Tyranny in the Divine Majeſty, which 
rhe Heathens themſelves reje&ed, under the 
Notion of Sup:rſtition. 

To be ſhort, I ſhall only confront rhe An- 
fwer of God to Cain, Gen. 4.7. ( whomlT be- 
lieve the Aſſertors of that Dorine have ever 
held ro be a Reprobate ) againſt the ſtrong- 
eſt Argament that may beUſed for inducing 
and confirming the belief of this proſopolepti- 
ea! way of ele&ing and reprobating men, 
Wirhout aity incuirion of their good or evil 
deeds :| Tf thou do well, ſhall thou not be accep- 
ted? | from whence are inferred theſe two 
things Firſt, thar Cain himſelf nught have 
offered an acceptable Sacrifice to God as 
well as Abel; and Secondly, if he had done 
ſo, he had been accepted by God, as well as 
was his brother. So that it was not any Qrfar- 
rel and Hatred thar God had to the Perſon | 
of Cain irreſpe&ively conſidered; bur either 
to the evil that he had formerly done ( for we 
cannot preſume Cam to have lived without 


ſin, 
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Gn, till the time of the offering that Sacri- 
fice, nor doth the Text afſerr, that tobe the 
firſt Sacrifice, that either he, or Abe! offered ) 
or that which he had now commicced in of- 
fering a Sacrifice not worthy Gods accep- 
tance at his hands. | 

: What reaſon therefore you ſhould have to 
fear the ſucceſs of your Labours in the Lord, 
upon Myprifion © che rr Acceptance. with 
God, you ſce by what hath beenſaid; as alſo. 
of your groandleſs fears of not being able to 
exter in at the ſtraight Gate; our Saviour ha- 
ving (if you mark it ) threatned, not them. 
who /trive (becauſe he hath commandeid thas 
ative, induſtrious way of attempting ) bue 
them who only ſeek, , (away of 
getting Heaven very different Like 13. 24. 
from the former _ importing *Aqwrit9as. 
very liccle more {though no Cn. 
more to.the purpoſe than Ba- D 
laams Wilhz. that he might dye the death of the 
Tighteow. Numb. 23. 10. 


—_— 


OBJECTION VM. 

But thouzh jt will follow from hence that Perld- 
nal Aſſuraxce of Remiſſion. aud Pardon of | 
Sin, be nat alwayes a nece{] ary effett of Gods | 
par&doning of 15, Or : Our berg j# 4 Way 


ta be pardoned : jet ſurely is 1s ſomemwbat un- 
D lrfely 
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Likely ( ſay you ) that the clean contrary, VIZ. 
4 perſwaſion that 1 ſhall not be pardoned, 
ſhould flow from ſo happy a condition, as you 


would make me believe I am In. 


SOLUTION. 


13. you ſhould thronghly examine 
your ſelf; that you do thus per- 
ſwade your ſelf , will undoubtedly appear to 
be falſe. For to what purpoſe do you then 
pray, faſt, and give alms, lead a firi and ſe- 
vere life,&c. if you were indeed perſwaded 
that you ſhall not be ſaved? would any one 
but a mad man keep on his pace, in rough, 
and almoſt impafſable wayes, if he were cer- 
rainly aſſured, that ke ſhould never come to 
his journeys end? his feet muſt needs be 
thought to confute his tongue, if he ſhould 
do thus. | 
Beſides how prepoſterous a thing were ir, 
if youſhould rake fuch ſharp and ſevere cour- 
ſes, as you do, to enlarge your ſcore, ſup- 
poling all theſe Aﬀions of yours ſhould be 
charged by God upon 'your account , as ſo 
many gzi/ded lins,as you lately termed them ? 
Bur this, I chiuk, you will have little reaſon 
to: afraid of, ſeeing our Saviour hath told 


. you, chat the A Jms-deeds and Prayers of the 


Phaiiees themſelves were ſo rewarded, as 
they deiired rhey ſhould be, ( viz. with the 
Friiſt; and Commendation of men, Math,6. 16.) 


and 
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and are not by him either ſtild fins, or 
threatned with any puniſhment, more then 
with the no-ground of expefting a Reward 
from God. | 
But as concerning the pardon of our fin, 
it Will be very uſeful co obſerve theſe four 
chings. 1, That the point of Faith, concerning 
Remiſion of Sin, 1s, That by Chriſt, Remiſſion 
of Szxs18 given to Mankinde through Faith 
in his Blood, 2. That this Remſſion 1s nor ab= 
ſolutely, though freely given bur doth depend 
upon certain Conditions or Qualifications, 
whereby men are made fit and capable of re- 
ceiving it. 3. 'T hat the Rules as well for the 
means of conveying this Doxation to 1s, as 
for our aptitude and capacity to receive the 
benefit thereof, are to be ſought out and ta- 
ken from the Scriptures. 4, That becauſe 
many things of Importance, concerning this 
do&rine, are co be deduced from the Scri- 
ptures, by the Medi atioz of humane under- 
ftanding, it is a mark both of Piety, Wiſdom, 
and Humilicy, to take-the Catholique Chrrch 
for our Gude, and relyance therein. Falſe 
Incerpretations of Scripture, prove either 
full of Perplexity, or Danger, or both, ro our 
ſelves and others; but moſt eſpecially in ſuch 
Doctrimes, ſo nearly importing our Salvati- 
on, as this of Remiſſioz of Six doth. There- 
fore it 1s not to be regarded, by what M-4;- 
ums, or from what Principles your conclui- 
ons are drawn, if they be only your ews : if 
D. 2 You 
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you mean to ſay] ſecurely amidſt the Tem- 
pefis raiſed in the World by ſich diverlity of 
fudgements and Imaginations, embarque 
your ſelf in the Univerſal Conſentient, and 
Ancient Tuterpretations and Dottrines of the 
Church; and do not adventure fo pretious a 
Fraught, as is your ſoul, redeemed with the 
bloud of Chriſt, in the tottering Boat of your 
own, or other mens private Interpretations of 
Scripture. The Church teacheth you this do- 
rine, viz. 1. That you are pardonable upon 
your Faith and Repentance. 2. That God 
hatch promifed ( who cannot lye, Heb. 6. 18.) 
that he will pardon you, if you believe and 
and repent. 3. That the Manifeſtation of 
Gods pardoning your ſins, is at preſent bur 
impertecly, and inchoately wrought in your 
Heart by the Holy &hoft, and the uſe of Sacra- 
ments; but the full Evidence thereof is to be 
expetted from Chriſt the Judge, and to be 
patiently, and chearfully waited for by Faith 
in the pronnſes. 4. That the Teftimony of 
your own Spirit, arifing from your fincere 
converſation in the do@rines of the Goſpel, 
15 the molt certain Evidence, that you or any 
man can ordinarily expeR in this life : and all 
ehis from pregnant Teltimony of Scripture. 

For you, who hold a lawful and uninter- 
rupred 'Succeſſion of Miniſters in the Churehb 
of Chriſt, you cannor but believe, that in the 
hands of the Church lyes much of your 


Peace, as well as of your ſafery : contider- 
ing 
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ing the Power they have over you, Heb. 13. 
17. and the Power they have for pou Fm 
20, 21. 22. 23. and both theſe derived down 
to this preſent Age, and ſhall ſo continue 
whereſoever the Church ſhall be, ( though 
there be noneceſſity that they ſhould be con- 
rinued whereſoever Chriftians are) by ver- 
of our Saviours promiſe, even to the end of 
the World. And theſe powers to be pleaded 
for by them, and ſubmicted unto by you, as be- 
ing of Divine right; framed and appointed 
by the Holy Ghojt, (the principal Admini- 
ſftrator of Church-Government ) for the Ad- 
vantage and Edification of the Bodie of 

Chriſt, | 
I doubt there be ſome, and thoſe no in- 
conſiderable ones, that believe this dofrine 
not ſufficiently aſſerted by the Church of En- 
gland, there being in the Frame and Contex- 
tme of her Church-Government, too much of 
the Lay, and too little of the Clergy-man. 
And though my Judgement telk me, that 
rhere is not any Civil Magiftrate on earth, 
be he Emperour, King or Prince, that hath ſo 
Evident, and *Sers ov a Commiſſion for his 
Power, and the Exerciſe thegeof, as hath the 
Church : yet who ſees not, that both rhe Ad- 
miniſtration, and the Adminiſtrators of this 
Goverment are deſpiſed, ſave in ſuch a ſub- 
ordinate way of diſpenſing this power, that 
muſt needs render it precarious in the eyes of 
1gnorant men, and the Church Officers them- 
D 3 ſclves 
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ſelves, no other things, but ſuch borrowed - 
Hands, as by pulling, now this way, now that 
way, kelp to keep the carriage of the Ciri/ 
State from overturning in rough an1 dangerow 


Deſcents 


,, ——— 


-— — —— 


OBJECTION 1X. 


— OS TO —— 


But you ſay, that could you have believed the 
point of Sacerdotal Abſo!lution , and the 
* Obligation ( that ſeems to 13terre ) to pri- 
vate Confeſſion ; you had long ſince en- 
joyed your Peace, at leaſt you bai pot felt 
ſo great a trouble as now you do. 


SOLUTION. 


I 4. Ur Judgements no whit differ in 
this, for I clearly believe, that 

on earth, as there 1s no ſurer way to prevent 
mens falling into {in ( eſpecially many coſe 
Enormities ) then the diſcreet and conſciona-= 
ble praiſe of the Duty of Confeſſion: lo is there 
not a more proper and undoubted way, for 
allaying the Troubles of minde , flowing 
from the guilt of Sin; then a grave and cox- 
fiderate Execution, of the Power of Alſolving 

Sinners. 

I ſay the power of abſolving Sinners ; for if 
this Clauſe in his Commiſſion ftand not page 
y 
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by Divize Right; I know nothing a Prieſt 
can do more then other men ; and am well 
a{ſured, that in ſome parr of their Office, they 
can do ( many of them ) much leſs. Not to 
ſignifie any thing of the grief I have, for 
your not believing ſo evident Texts of Scri- 
pture, as this DoCrine is built upon;I ſhall en- 
deavour to cut up your Infidelity in this 
point by the Roots, by a very brief Exami- 
nation of theſe few particulars. 1. What the 
power of -Abſolving is. 2 Whether it be con- 
veyed down to the preſext Paſtors of the Church, 
in the ordinary way of commiſſioning them 
to that Fun&tion, by the Tmpoſition of the- 
hands of Biſhops and Preſbyters. 3, Of what 
concernment this Power 1s, in the Execution 
thereof, upon Penitent Sinners. | 

I. The power of Abſolving Sinners, is com- 
prehended in one branch of the power of the 
Keyes, viz. remitting {in : expreſsly mention- 
ed in Chriſts Commitfion given tothe Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſors, Matth. 16.19. and 
Foh. 20. 23. which in the point in hand, as ic 
much differs from re-admitting into the 
Church, (that part- of the power of the Keyes 
which ſeems, and doth but ſeem to be the 
ſame with this) ſo is itin a Prieſt or Presbyter 
(to my Judgment) no j»dic;al, but rather an 
Annuntiative a&, the Prieft being none of 
that order to whom the promiſe of our ' Sa- 
viour is made, Matth. 19. 28. of ſitting on 
twelve thrones, and judging the twelve Tribes 
of Iſrael. My reaſon for my opinion is, be- 
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Exuſe a Prieſt cannot be thought to 4bſolve 
otherwiſe, then he can Retein eg chere will 
be more in one, then inthe other of the cor- 
relatives, ) Now a Prieft doth not retein f11 
judicially(for that is the office of the Biſhop, 
and is onely done by the ſentence of Excom- 
wunication ) bur declaratively only, ſhewing 
the Impenirents ( whether colle&ively , or 
. perſonally ) that by reafon of fuch or ſuch 
mpedirmenrs, their fins are not forgiven ; but 
not bigding their fins upon them judicially; 
.f6 that che Ofender ſhall not only be obliged 
.to repent, bur alfo ( as under the ſentence of 
Excommunication)to ſue for the removal of the 
Cenſure., Like as inthe Law, one who ts ſued 
eo an Ontlawry for Debr, ruſt as well procure 
the Writ of Outlawry againſt him to be revert, 

a* take care t9pay the Nebr. . _ _ 
Neither dolI by this, ntjake the pronouncing 
6f a fitter abſofved, by a Prief, to be of no 
,more efficacy then if a Layman had done it ; 
for a power to prononnce or proclzim a Pardon 
11 the name of a Prince, by verrue of a Con- 
miſſion ifſied otte ro one for rhar purpoſe, or 
by one towhoſe office it belongs foto do; is 
quite another thing,then.the fame Pardon re- 
ported by one,whio hath no power and autho- 

rity to proclaim the Princes pardon, }. 

But if 1 atn thought by this to infringe the 
ower and priviſedge of the Sacerdoral Fun- 
tion, and any way to leflen the Authority 
of that Order ; I muſt ſpeak my minde freely, 
I do 


/ 


of 
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} do not conceive that the ſame words in the 
Ordination of a Prieſt, do in the Tutextion of 
the Church ſignify to the ſame latitude, as 
they did in the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and there- 
fore I believe a Presbyter or Prieſt, doth ne 
(more, bur yet as nmch_ )in this point, as the 
Chrrch hath inveſtedhim with in her Ordina- 


tion of him to thar F'und&ion which. is the 


exerciſe of an Authority /imited, as: | have 
already ſaid. ; 
' However this is enongh for the Penicent , 
for if the Prieſt hach Judgment ( which in 
Reverence to the Chyrch which hach had In- 
ſpe&ion of his abilities we oughr to believe ) 
ro difcern when the Penitent is pardonable, 
you cannot deny bur he hath authority com- 
mrred unto him, in Gods Name, and from 
his Word, to let the Penitent know, not only 
that he is pardonable, bur that God will un- 
doubtedly pardon him, and all fuch as he is; 
in caſe of rhicir Perſeverance in their Re- 
pentance. | 

2. Asfor the ſecond thing propoſed, vis. 
whether this power be fo conveyed down, &c. 
it is ſtrange, me chinks, it ſhould be any mat- 
ter of ſcruple to you. For if you had not 
{ome prejudice to every thing that re/ates to 
pardon of Sin, I would ask you ( and dove- 
rily ſuppoſe ſhould go away without an an- 
{wer ) whether you beheve a Presbyter hath 
power to gonſecrate the Elements in the bleſ- 
{ed Sacrament, by vertue of chis CORY 

an 
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and whether a Lay-many can do as mnch 
therein, if he ſhould take the Common prayer 
Book, and read over the Bread and //;xe, the 
Form of the Conſecration? I know you be- 
lieve the later as much as you believe the 
former. What hinders then, that this branch 
of power ſhould nor be conferred upon him 
in his Ordination? The Authority conferred 
upon the Church by Chriſt is the ſame in both, 
and both are by the Church ( with due Limi- 
ration |) inveſted on the Presbyter in his Or- 
dination. And good reaſon it ſhould be ſo, 
for I doubt not that the Sacrament ought ( re- 
gut ly) to be adminiſtred to none bur abſol- 
ved perſons 3 as none were to eat the Paſs- 
over, bur thoſe who were clean from all Legal 
pollutions. We ſee that the Presbyterians, 
and all other Secaries amongſt us, are ſo ten- 
cler of this point, that they are ſo far from 
leGening the Authority of their Church-oft- 
cers-n this particular,(or at leaſt of the whole 
Church as they pleaſe corerme it) that they 
are much more rigid and ſevere, in execu- 
ting a Power like this, of their own making, 
then ever the Biſhops were, in putting the 
power Chriſt undoubtedly gave them, in execu- 
tion, But] need not ſay much of this ſecond 
branch to one of your perſwaſion. | 
3, Laſtly, if you deſire to know what ad- 
vantage , this is to a Pemitent ? I anſwer , 
that if a Peniteur do but believe, as much of 
the Pricſts authority C though I ſhall be 


thought 


| 
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thought no very great friend to the inlargee 
ment of ic)as I have afſerted;viz. an Aunnncia- 
tive power from God not only to declare men 
Pardonable ( as he doth in preaching the 
Goſpel ) bur to pronounce them pardoned , 
upon inſ{pe&ion of their faith and repent-- 
ance, as he doth in giving them a ſo/ut;or 3 
he ſhall not only recieve comfort , by the 
Preifts aſſuring him of the ſafety of his condi- 
tion, and of his redizt/gratioy into grace 
and favour with God ; bur ſhall enjoy the 
benelit of bz prayers, whom God hath ap- 
pointed to that Dury moſt eſpecially, and 
whom he hath promiſed to accept : toge- 
ther with the Bleſſing of the Prieſt( Bleſſing 
him in Gods ſtead as well as in Gods name ) 
a favour which nothing but ſome lend Hoph- 
1's, and Phinees's amongſt the Clergie. Numb. 
6. 23. 27, bur multitrides of prophane Eſar's 
amonglt the Layety, could have had the 
$kill or luck to have rendered ſo contemptible 
as we (ee it is, the puniſhment whereof ( as 
likewiſe of Deſpiſing the Perſons and Offices 
of ſuch whom God hath appointed to ſerve at: 
theAltar of Bleſing,in many other particulars) 
both this preſent and many future unre- 
formed Ages ſhall ( as well as have ſome 
paſs times ) uudoubtedly bear, even to the 
removall of the Golden C andel}tick from among 
them. 

That thus a Prieſt is inabled to do,is cleare 


from the Form of Abſolution, appointed iti the 
Liturgie 


44 TheCaſe of Sacerdotall Alfulation, 


Litazgie of our Chyrch to be uſed in the Vi- 
tation of the fick, wherem as the Authority 
ofthe Church in thar point , as alſo of the 
Pricſt, are plainly allerted, fo is ic matter 
of wonder, thatſo many Legal] Proteſtants 
have ſuch a flender reſpe& for an important 
and neceſſarie duty, it rs not to be believed 
chat either thar Power of the Prieſt that form 


of abſolution , and the Duty »f Confeſſion are | 


reſerved tobe huddled up in ſo troubleſome 
an hour, and all the time of health paſt over 
without any inquiry into our Accounts: the 
Church injoyns it robe uſe4 then, but doth 
not forbid the uſe of it at other times, My 
advice to you 15 that if you deſire the. reco- 
vere of your own Peace of conſcience; you 
pur this Duty m pradife more frequently, 
and ſce that your Ghoſtly Father , do his 
Duty 1m this and no other forme of Abſolution, 
(I mean any of his own making) leaſt by 
jome error he may ſeem to do more then his 

er will pernuc him, or not do as muich 
as the Chu, c1 hath enjoyned. 


pO EEE 


es — 


OBJECTION KX. 


To will ſay perhaps what ſettlement of Conſtt- 
' emceby a Saccrdotal Abfolution 2 ſeeing 
the Prieſt can Lut ſee, with the eyes of a 
Maz,aud bath no Knonledge of my heart ; 


which 


* 


HC oO i ce - he a——cc- 


he hath, elſe you will ( ac leatt ) condemn 


Of Sacerdotall Atſulution. 4.3 
which is ſo Dcceirtul, that it is @ very grea* 
arfficulty, for any man to fine it on*, thoueh 
it lodz in his own treaſt, ani if he hat 
&nowled7e thereof,yet is the At but Minilic- 
rial, zot Dilpoticall , and who k;o:75 whe- 
ther God will contirmc it or 70. 


SOLUTION. 
= Prieſt ſeeth but as' man ſeeth, 


but he may ſee what you ſee not, 
and judge betrer of what he ſees 
then every conmmon perſn, ſeeing the lips of 
the Prie!t do preſerve knowledge. If therefore 
he have underitanding to diſcerns and judge 
aright of what he fees, ( as you mult ſuppole 


I 3. 


your ſelf of an unrealonable choyce ) ic 4s 
your builine(s, to lay your Soul before him ; 
and to acquaint him throughly, and truly, 
with your Condition: if you fail in this 
( and confequencly rhe A& be done under 
an error ) the blame hereof will light on 
none but your ſelf. Am as for the know- 
ledg of your wayes, there 15 no dowbt bur i& 
St. Payls Rule be true, though norhing elfe 
without us but God doth, yer the Spirit of 
a man doth know the things of a man, 4 Cor, 
2; 11, and the heart may be Empticd tro the 
very bottom, by fiich rules as a judicious 
prudent and pious Cofeſſor ſhall pats 

iT 
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Putin the Jater part of your Objection, 
I am ſorry to hear any queſtion made of Gods 
confirmation Of that due and neceſſarie 4&# of 
Atſolution made in His name, and by vertue 
of a Commiilion derived from him, Any 
thing of this nature amongſt men, would 
{ound too infamous, eſpecially if fixt upon 
\uch Perſons who have the Power and Ho- 


nour of G1V147 Commiſſions ro other mer> To | 


queſtion Gods faithfulneſs, is a fin of infideli- 
ty, and he that hath promiſed under the ſe- 
cond covenant , he will remember our Sins ant 
Triquities no more, Heb. 8. 12. 4. e. of ſuch as 
embrace the Goſpel preach'd uno them. 

14. To conclude my Anſwer fully to theſe 
two laſt Obje&.ons, I ſuppoſe, that becauſe 
we have no ible bloody Sacrifice, nor a Moſt- 
holy (.on Farth ) inco which the [igh-Prieſt 
mar enter with / /og4 for his ow and our Sins, 
if is raerefore a matcer of difficulty 1n your 
Jill Tem 3tcobc aſcertained of the Way of 0b- 
CaNINY Pardon FO! SYINCrs under che Gol- 
pe}; the means or doing it being ſo fecret and 
1nV1ibic, and the Threatnings ( in caſe it be 
nor done ) fo open and terrible. 

The Apotftle c: 11s us plainly, That Teſws 
Chriſt is th» ſame yeilerday, and t9 day, and for 
ever:Het.13.3.whici imports not only the zm- 
mutability of God; accepting Chri;t, as the 
meritori6i cauic of Remulion of Sins:bur allo 
the unchangea'tencſs of that wm:thod, whereby 
this Kingdom of Chri/t under the Goſpei is 
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2dminiſtred. For this later, which moſt con- 
cerns your caſe, the Apoſtle tells you, that 
Chriſt ever liveth ts make interceſſion for us » 
Heb. 7. 25. this being the mioft conlidera- 
ble part of his Office in the adminiſtration of 
his mediatory Kingdom, This Interceſion for 
us, z. e. the Church in general, and each one 
in particular, being his own immediate A 
in Heaven, ( and prefigured unto us by the 
High-prielts going into the Moſt-ho/y, once 
only mn every year, Heb. 9g. 8. ) doth conlitt 
of two branches, becauſe it ſuppoleth thar 
we have need of two things, Fuſt-fication and 
Santification, therefore doth our H:gh-Prizft 
intercede with his Farther for two things 
for 1. pardon of Sin, for 2. grace of Obedience, 
or holy living; and cheſe nor zvteratitied, bur 
continued As of interceilionfor us,to the end 
of .our lives, and for all unco the end of the 
world. 

And this 47 of Chriſts Taterceſſion for par- 
don is two fold; Firſt a preventive at of In- 
terceſſion, (or rather the begining of an AT 
continued to higher degrees ) whereby*Chritt 
doth z#tercede with God for us, that the Le- 
gal forfeiture of our lives by ſin, may nor be 
taken immediately after che Fatt ; and alſo 
that Grace of Repentance may be given us : 

)of rhis nature ] conceive that Tarerceſiona!l 
prayer of our Saviour, Luk, 23. 34. Father 
forgive them,they know not what they do. Where 
though the giving to {uch men Repentance 


be 
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be not expreſt, yer isit (queſtionleſs ) imply 
ed, becanic without Repenrance they cannot 
be pardoned. The ſecond branch of this A& 
15 a ſubſegrent mediatorie at of prayer , or. 
| Flea | wich God (for ſo much the word Ad». 
zocate will bear, (zf any man ſity we have an 
Adrwecate,&c. _) on the behalf of the finner 
_repenting z, wheceby Pardon is procured for 
him, upon Gods Foreſight, that his.C.ontri- 
rion and Repentaiice will be fincerely con- 
tinued, by the vertuc and efficacy of the! 
grace of perſeverance, which is jnterceded 
for by Chriſt, and obteined, upon rhe Peni- 
tents vſing the former meaſure of aſſiſting. 
grace 3 and this, 2s a bleiling upon, and are- 
ward of his ſincere endeavours of obedi- 
, EEE IST TED. 2 
This Jater Lraxch of Chrifts interceſſion for. 
pardon, 1s that, whereby Chrift the. Media» 
ror doth receive mto his proteion, the bumi- : 
liating afis of a penicent ſoul, .perfuming the, 
Tears and prayers of ſuch a, one, with clouds. 
of his own moſt precious Tncenſe.z, and toge- 
ther with his on, oftering them to Allmigh-, 
ty God, as the fruics of his former Mediation, 
and an earneſt. of that enjargemenr of his, 
Church, which, as it is the trav.il.of his ſoul, 
Tai. 53. 11. which he.delights to ſee, (o will 
it be the joy of the boly Angels ix the preſence 
AST. 5 Sg +4 
16. Upon this Iuterceſion of Chriſt, des 
pends our pardon of Sin, and renovation by 
Grace 


J 


- 


Of Eſas's Miſſing the Blefſint. . ag 
Grace : from hence it 1s, that all but Apoſtates, 
and ſuch as ceaſe not to do deſpight to the Spi- 
rit of God, by a continued preſumprtuous and 
inalitious courſe of Sinning, receive 4 bene- 
hc apportionate to their ſeveral Stations and 
Degrees, And that you have no reafon to 
think your ſelf rejefed, into the fatal portion 
of them, ( being indeed the purchaſe of the 
ſinner himſelf, thus cruel to his own ſoul ) 
who have no advantages, (nay.not the great- 
elt of all) by this Tnterceſſion of Chriſt : your 
Eyes fill'd with your Teats, and your Eays 
deafned with your own Sighs, your Hands 
fo buſy in diſtributing Alms, your Feet fo 
Adive in viſiting the Sick, ind: your Knees 
made ca{lous (like the Primitive Saints) with 
frequent Prayings, are a ſufficient witnels to 
your ſelf, and to all the world beſide. 


_ ——— == 
& 4 


OBJECT. XW. p 


But you Reply. Did not Eſau fcek rhe Bicfhins 
with Tears, ard yet miſs'd of it. \ þ 


SOLUTION. 


I7. Bt: I preſime you think St. Pgul 

hath put this ObjeEion into your 

mouth z bur if you pleaſe co _— che place 
in Hcy. 12. 16, 17. you ſhall finde that this = 
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doth not reach you, unleſs you have at any | 


time ſo/d the bleſſing for a meſs of pottage, 1. e, 


renounc*t your intereſt in the land of Promiſe, 


C the pretious promiſes of the Goſpel, ) for 
the enjoyment of that Plenty , Honour , 
Peace, &c. the Pomps and vanities of this wicked 
World ; 1 ſay rexonnc't your part and intereſt 
in the Merits and Mediation of Chriſt; and 
that not zndireFly and remotely (as all who 
are guilty of wilful fins in ſome meaſure 
do ) but orally, ſcandalouſly and treache- 
rouſly ; which (I preſume) you will not 
forge, and charge __ your ſelf; though 
your fancy hath a large Shop, and many 
Tools to work with, 

Secing then, that by vertue of that preven= 
tional ac} of interceſſion, ( lately mentioned) 
you have not been cut off in your ſins; but 
have your life given unto you for a prey; and 
withal, Grace for Repentance unto life,which 
like good Phyſick, by reaſon of a maſs of crude 
humors in the Stomack _) doth thus work 
ſomewhatjviolently in your ſoul ; why ſhould 
AKou doubt that other ſubſequent A# of Chriſts 
Tzterceſſion, whereby your pardon will be ob- 
cained ? hath God pleaſure in the death of him 
that dyeth ? doth not he {wear he hath not ? 
Ezek. 33. 11. and hath the Divine Majeſty ſo 
far loſt his credit with you, as not to be be- 
iveled upon his oath ? can he which is Love 
it ſelf, not only ſcorn, but hate the Proftrati - 
ons of «a Sinner ? that Sinner , Whoſe eyes 
woluld 


—___ 
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would be content to pour out Rivers of bloud 
before the throne of Grace, to obtain a Re- 
conciliation with the offended Vajeſtie of 
Heaven? even that Reconciliation which 
Himſelf prayes from us men, by the Ambaſſadors 
of his Holy Goſpel, as St. Par! hath told us, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. O do not thus ſtruggle to de- 
prive your ſelf of your interelt, and ſhare in 
choſe merc:ful imbraces,which haſten to meet, 
and not fly from Repexting Sinners ! 


OBJECT. X1V. 


DO —_— 


But yet ſtill, me thinketh, my Sins are ſuch, as 
God cannot4n } uſtice paſs by 3 his promiſes 
are too preti0:4 to belong to me 5 more tem- 
perate Srmmers, and ſuch who have not ſo 
wiolenced the Law of God, and prouek't bis 
Lone-fuffering, may ( doubtleſs ) have the 
Lexefit of them: but as for me, why ſhould 
nt my Lot be with them, who but for ten 
rimes provoking were for ever ſecluded the 
Land of Promiſe. 


SOLUTION. 
18* Y Our Charity is very commenda- 


ble, thar can make you believe ſo 
much for others, and ſo little for your ſelf: 
but you ſhould do wel to rein2mber, that the 

| E 2 Attri- 
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Attributes of the Divine Majeſty,may not be li- | 
mitted by us; not that I think any one ſo | 
fooliſh, asto attempr it in reſpe& of their 
uature, which is impoſſible ; bur in reſpect of | 
their effeis which to do is finfull, they are 
infinite in their own nature, and mult be ſo 
in our efteem: to ſay God cannot forgive 
your ſins,is a fin againſt his power and juſtice ; 
toſay he will nor ( where he hath promiſed) 
is a {iN againft his rruth and goodneſfſe, His 
coodneſs hath made him promite that he will 
doit; and that he might make rhts pro- 
miſe good, he hath provided a full ſat:sfa&#o# 
ro his juſtice, and all this as much before us, 
As without us, and this limited as full y'and as 
largely to you, as to any other Chriſtian in 
the world, 

This yon cannog but ſee , in- that moſt 
comfortable and fill affirmation of the Apo- 
tle. Heb. 2.9. When he tell you plainly 
that it was the deſign of Gods Grace. That 
Chriit ſhould talk death for every man : and 
God ſo loved the World ( (aith St. Fohn. cap. 
3. 16. ) Thet he gave his only begatten ſon, that 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not peri jþ 
but have everlaſting life. 

As for that example of Gods wrath upon 


'the Provoakers, ( Which you think doth fo 


neerly Concerne you, : becauſe yon have fin- 
ned wiltiully more then ten eimes; ) you 
mult give me feave to: tell you, that you ar? 
very whorcunate in your apphicat:on of 
SCI 1- 
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Scripture ; this example not reaching home tO 
your caſe, indeed over-reaching it more then 
Fonathans third arrow did the Lad that fetchr 
the other two. 1 Sam. 20, For the Caution 
given by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, mn 
chat place 1s, that thy take care of falling a- 
way from the Goſpell, upon temptatiuns or 
perſecutions; and (ſo after the example of 
many already fallen from the faith of Chriſt, 
ſhould become Apofſtates; whereby they 
might be ſure that the promiſes of the Got- 
pel, ſhould be no matter of advantage to 
them, becaufe they ſhould be as certain ze- 
ver to enter in Gods reſt ; as were thoſe pro- 
veakers in the Wilderneſſe , who for temp* 
ting God fo ofcen, were finally by Gods Oath 
excluded, from all hopes 0: entring into che 
Land of Canaan ; thei Carxefſes falhng in 
the Wildernefſe, as the troph:es of Gods ven- 
yeance upon them , for their infidelity of 
his power, and goodnefſe, and promife. 
This ( 1 doubt not _) doth clearly appear 
unto you (unleffe you have engaged never rs 
repudiate your pregnant fancy, how Spurions 
foever her conceptions are )to be of tio con- 
cernment to your cale : who carry in your 
breaſt , ſo matty witneſſes of your belief of 
the Goſpel , eſpecially the threatzing part 
of 1t, thar{ as your poſtare is for the pre- 
fent )to fear your Apoſtacy from the faith 
of Chrit;z were an apprehenſton too remote 
fr om all excuſes allowable even to perfons of 


your temper, E232 OR-+ 


Of Falling away, &c. 


OBJECTION 


Yet who knows but 1 may fall away ? 1 am nat 
et perſwaded that I ſhall be ſaved. 


SOLUTION. 
19, Hough my prayer to God for you 1s 
_ that you may not be ſo perſwaided 
totally, and fixally, yet if any one ſhould be 
{o, it doth not therefore tollow, that ſuch a 
one is fal/ex from the faith of rhe Goſpel : for 
the belicf of this is ſo far from being a disbe-. 
lief of the Goſpel of Chri!t, that it is nor ſo 
much a 4:red disbleif of any part of the word 
of God; becauſe God hath no where declared 
by fpeciall affirmation, that ſuch a man ſhall 
be ſaved. But be it that you were perſwaded 
that you ſhould be ſaved, neither of theſe two 
things would follow thereupon, either firff, 
therefore I ſha)l infallibly be ſaved, or 2. [ 
am aſſured that I ſhall never be an 4poſtate , 
becauſe I thus believe, {or what text of Scrip- 
ture doth afirme this propoſition, viz. be 
that 1s firmly perſ{waded that he ſhall be ſaved, 
ſhall zever become an Apoſtate ? or this, he 
that believeth he ſhall be ſaved, ſhall 1»fall; - 
Ely be ſaved ? *: 

In a word, had you an Aſſurazce of your 
ſalvation abſvlutely, and unconditionately $1- 
ven unto you, by all the Divizes in the world; 
yet was this but an brmane ef:raxce, and 
could 
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could amount to no more, bur a teſtimony 
from men, the ſtability whereof would be 
as demonſtrable as their own mortality, be- 
ing the evidence of this Propoſition | you 
ſhall infallibly be ſaved ] is taken from the 
will of Gods purpoſe concerning that man, to 
which ſecret will, of the Divine Majeſtie, mat- 
ters that concern Gods preſcience do belong, 
though indeed the conditionall aſſurance of a- 
ny mans ſalvacion, doth relate to his reveal- 


ed will. 


——_—— 


OBJECTION. MIV. 


But doth nat St. Paul. tell us Rom. $. 16. That 
the Spirit it ſelf beareth witneſs with our 
Spirit that we are the Children of Gol ? 
I want both theſe teſttmontes of my Adoption, 
that of the Spirit of aJoption and that of mine 
owne Spirit witneſin2 that I am a Child of 
God : ſurely then my condition 1s not ſuch as 
it ou2ht to be, and as I deſire it ſhould be. 


SOLUTION. 
20. "T Hat this Epiſtle of S.Paul (and eſpeci- 
a!ly the 7tb, 8b, and gth, Chapters) 
hath in it ſome things that are hard to be un- 
derftood, thoſe Eſau, and Facob-like conteſts 
in the Bowels of the Church about the mean- 


Lc! ng 
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mg thereof, do ſufficiently witneſſe : I pray 
God that we may all of us, in the heat and 
animolity of our diſputes, have an eye to 
that example of admonition St. Peter menti- 
ons of thofe in his times, who being yalearged 
and unſtable,did wreſt thoſe and other Scriptures 
to their own deſtruftion. 2 Pet. 3. 16, 

But I am perſwaded better things of you, an1 
fuch as accompany ſalvation. And therefore 
to give you a full and texder account of your 
objettion, I conceive it conſiſts of 3: branches, 

I. You ſuppoſe that every Child of God hath 
teſtimony that he is ſuch. 2. that the Scrip- 
ture aſſerts the teft;moxy to be twofc1d; one the 
teſtimony of the Spirit of adoption, the other 
the teſtimony of his own Spirit, and 3. that 
you want both theſe and therefore baſtily con- 
clude that you are no; the child of God. To 
theſe 1 ſhall anſwer diſtin&ly thus. 

x. Ido affirm with your fuppoſition that 
every child of God , hath teſt;v10ny, or wit- 
eſſe, that be is ſuch. I ſhall pive you buc 
ane place for all, 1 Fob, gy. 9g. Whyſoever 55 
born of Gad dath not commit fin i. e. be 15 ſucb a 
one as keeps a fincere Eye upon himſelf in reſpect 
of all, eſpecially of deliberate ſins, 

2. In the 24, ] am likewiſe of your julg- 
ment, that this te/timoxy is the teft;moxy of the 
Spirit of adoption, and of his own Spirit 3 
but whether it be neceſſary that a child of 
God have b:th theſe teſftzmonies, giving the 
ike full and joyxt evidence for his {gnſbip;and 


rncre- 
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therefore till ſuch fil and joynt-evidence be 
given to him, he realy 18 nor ( and rherefore 
oughr not to repute himſelf ) a child of God, 
more then matter of doubt with you hav- 
ing ( it ſeems) indilſolvably eſpouſed the ne- 
gative part, Bur I doubr you do not rightly 
apprehend what the Apoltle doth miean by 
[ the ſelf ſame: or 1h? Spirit it ſelf bearing wit- 
eſs | with our Spirrit , to me he feems to 
mean one, or rather all of theſe 3. things, ei- 
ther 1. The Witneſs of Scripture ( whick 1s 
the teſt;morie of the Spirit of God ) that 
ſuch as believe in Chri# Feſus, i. e. receive 
him as their Prieſt Prophet and King, are in- 
fallibly adopted into Gods paternal Relation 
to Chrift Feſus, the adoption by Grace,as truely 
intereſſing thoſe believers in Gods Paternity, 
as doth the Divine Nature Chriſt himtelf, ac- 
cording to that of .St. Fob. cap. 1. 12. As 
many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the ſous of Gog, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name : and this teZimeny have all 
the ſons of God, or ail true believers. Se- 
cordly 1t may {1gnife the grou9my of the Goſ- 
pell in oppolition to that of che Jewes, whoſe 
itare or condition, was that of Servitude ; as 
ours under che Goſpel is a ſtate of Freedom : 
they Servants, we Sons : they full of the 
Spirit of bundage , engendered from Sinai, 
ve filled with the Spirit of advprion, flow- 
ing from Szzu : Gal. 4, 25. a ſufficient 'evi- 
dence whercof 1s the divers Methods that God 
hath 
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hath made uſe of, in delivering the Syſtem, 
or Rules of either diſpenſation unto borh 
People. A 31 ſence may be this; the Apo- 
ſtle may intend by the Teſt;mnje of the Spi- 
rit in Gods Children, that In:lination and 
Au of Obedience which Gods Children do, 
(though nor all of them in the ſame meaſure) 
feel in their hearts, (weerning their natures, 
and bringing them gencly to a complyable- 
neſs with the Precepts of the Goſpel, and a 
putting their nec«s moſt willingly ito rh? 
yoke of Chriſt, his Command ments being no whit 
grievous to them, 1 70.5. 3. like as yokes are 
very troubleſome to Beaſts not accuſtomed 
thereto, ( as the Prophet ſpeaks of the Jews, 
Fer. 31. 18, I was chaſtiſed as a Bul'ock, unac- 
cuitomed to th* yoke;) but to ſuch whoſe necks 
have been uſed to draw in them, yokes are 
no way dreadful, or troubleſome. In the firſt 
of theſe {enfes, rhe word 5pirit muſt be taken 
perſonally, for the third Perſon in the ever 
Bleſſed an41 Glorious Trizity: 11 the 24 it 
mult be taken tropicelly, the word not fighi- 
fying inthe natural and proper ſenſe thereof, 
but yer not without example, Ro.$.2. 2 Cor. 

3. 6. Gal. 4.29. in the 34 ſenſe it muſt ſigni 
fy metonuymically, the effe& of the Spirit be- 
ing called by the nam? of him that works 
thar bleſſed ette:X in the Souls of Gods Chil- 

dren. | | 

In thefirſt and ſecond of theſe ſenſes, the 
Teſtimony of the Spirit is communicated to 
: all 
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all true Chriſtians; bur in the third I know 
yes the ground of your exception : but be- 
cauſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak ſomewhat 
afcerward dire&ly to this point, be pleaſed 
for the preſent to remember, that I have told 
you, that this inclination to obedience, the 
duCt of the Goſpel is not alike ethcacious up- 
on all the children of God, this Spirit being 
not given in the ſame meaſure to all the Sons 
of God” 

As to the third branch of your Objection, 
( rather but one part of it ) viz. the want of 
the Teſtimony of your owz Spirit, that might 
witneſs ( together wich the other }) that you 
are the Childe of God ; to give full ſatisfation 
therein, we muſt inquire into x, the meaning 
of the = na, Cn}! in this place. 2. What 
the Tefimony thereof is. Anu of 3. what Ax- 
thority in a buſinefs cf this Imporcance the 
Teitimony of a mans owa Spirit 18. 

For the firſt; the word | Spirit ] in this 
place mult lignify ( I conceive )) one of theſe 
rwo things: either firſt, ſome #oble and ſub- 
lime Eſſence, preſiding in a Chriſtian, either 
as a Diltind ſubſijtence from that, which is one 
of the eſſential conſtitutive principles of every 
man; or elſe as the Celeftial and more Sera= 
phical part of the Soul, informing, ordering, 
and governing the rational faculties in all 
Spiritual and Divine things. - And in this 
ſenſe it muſt be conceived to have ſome Re- 
ſemblance with the oince of the neg 
acul- 
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faculty ; which being (ſeated berwixt the 2»t- 
ward (enſes and the Underitand ing, conveyes 
the Species of all ſexfib/e objeRs to the Tatel- 
{eval facuicie, being ic ſelf of a middle na- 
ture, berwixt rational and ſeaſi le. Toone of 
theſ- ſenſes (I judge) thoſe Divines referre 
their opinions, Who a'fere man to coniiſt of 
t. Spirit, 2. Soul, and 3. Bodie : unleſs by 
{ Soul | 1n this triparrite divilion, they under- 
{tand an Efſ:yce capable of no other ofhces in 
Man, buc the pertormance of ſenftive and 
vegitative Operations. Or 2'y the word | Spi- 
rit | in this place may {tgnify (and me thinks 
nor at all incongruoully) ſome excellent gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, ixfr:ſed from abyvve in our 
Baptiſm, into the Souls of Chriſtians, where- 
by they are nor only ma'le capable of recei- 
wing divin? Revelation; , ana things above 
Reaſon, bur likewiſe inclined, and encoura- 
im the periormance of all thoſe things which 
God requires at their hands, to rendzr them 
capable of obtaining the further jncltimable 
degrees of his Love and Favour to Vankinde. 
And therefore 2!y the Tefinony of any mans 
Spirit, 1s that Evilence which it gives con- 
cerning the whole Serzes of his converſation, 
n reference tothoſe principles of Faith and 
Obedience which God hath given him, in-his 
revealed IVill, as the Gromnnids and Rules of 
ms Pract-ce. The 34 {uthentichneſs of which 
Teſtimony goth manifeit it felf to every man, 
pazt'y by the koi truth of the things at- 
| teſted 
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teſted, which are not concealed from him, 
bur repreſented as the things of himſelf; aud 
partly from that power which God hath over 
:t, not only 11TeQifying any Errors thereof, 
but lixewite in ſhewing himſelf merciful ro- 
ward 1s, in ſuch things, wacrein fuch a Te- 
fFimony1s not for, but againſt us. This Tefti- 
1nny you ( ſay you ) want, becauſe you tinde 
not afty J/itneſs in your (elf that you are a 
Childe of God. 

I conceive it is not impoſſible for your Sp- 
r;t to give this T:\t;moxy, though you have 
deafned your earto ir, and take ic for fome 
deception of fleſh and blood, or a deluſion of 
Satan, uling all rhe Devzces he can, to.infnare 
you 1n carnal ſecurity : bug whether it be 
thus or no, I ſhall adviſe you to endeavour to 
elicite and calt up this Teftimony by thar 
whic!r is the TejFof it: Do you continue in any 
walful courſe of deliberate ſia ? what know you 
by your felf ? are you ſtill grilty of any of thoſe 
fins #hich in the judgment of the Apoite render 
a man uncapable of any inverirance with th: 
Children of God ? if you are ; then look not 
for this Teftimony till you have repented, and 
amended your life z nor thez neither for 1t 
preſently, until ſuca time as you have good 
experience of your Reſolurions, how rhey 
have held our in the time of exyal and Tem- 
pration, and that rhe greateſt and (harpett 
that in @ll liketyhood may happcn unto you. 
Bur 3f you are not. thus guilry (as for my 
PArT 
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part I believe you a re not )) of any mortal: 


1m reigning in your bodie;z goto the Kyle 
with this argument in your mouth : The Ho- 
[y Spirit of God ſaith, Whoſoever is born of G:4 
doth not fin [ willfully and deliberately ] oh. 
3- 9. Butupon a ſtrit ſurvey of my ſelf, [ 
ftinde that I do not commit any ſuch lin. 
Therefore I am borne of God- 

Upon the Truth of the mi44le Propoſition 
depeuds the validity of this Tefimoxy of your 
Spirit; for the major is infallible, and the 
Conclyſion is undoubtedly true, upon ſuppo- 
fition that there beno ſuch ſin, eicher of 0- 
mnfſion or comniſion, in your converſation, 
which may exclude you from your Sonſhip : 
Bur yet tor as much as the Apoſtle doth tell 
us, that thovgh he knew nothing by himſelf, yet 
was he not thereby j »#ified ; we ought mn reaſon 
to lay no more weight on this diſquittion 
and ſearch of our (elves, then it will bear : 
for our Knowledge being imperfec, this ſearch 
and inquiry into our own wayes cannot be 
abſolucely perfe& : and conſequently we ſub- 
Je to errors therein : yet is it molt certain, 
that if we do'it in {incerity of heart, with- 
our partiality to our ſelves; not only, not 
allowing in our prafiſe any the ſmalleſt {1n, 
but by deeds of Mortification, carneſtly, and 
faithfully endeavouring to ſubvert the power 
of it; we have the Faith of the Divine Ma- 
Jeffie to rely on, in the Tenor of the Go- 
' ſpel, not exafting wnſinning obedience under 
Pains 
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pains of eternal death, from thoſe who ſhall 


be reputed, and rewarded as the Children of 
God. 


— —_——_ 
A 


OBJECT. XV. 


But if I were a Childe of God, I cannot but it 
reaſon expe a more compliable temper 
with the Laws of Chriſt, thez 1 finde 
1n my ſelf : even to thoſe things, from which 
1 aftuully do abſtain, I percetve 1m my 
ſelf moſt wiolent, and flrons inclinations 5 
ſo that I have no Comfort from the Vi- 
Ctory over my Lufts 3 ſuch murmurings 
and regrets 1 have in my ſelf, for not 
letting loofe the Rains of my corrupt Na- 
FU7e., 


SOLUTION, | 
21. M: anſwer to this ObjeCtion will 


likewiſe diſcharge your expe- 

Qation of what I promiled more fully to 

| ſpeak, in reference to that (ſuppoſed) exce- 

ption you would have againſt your ſelf, from 

the third-ſenſe I ſuvgeſted unto you, which 

the Apoſtle might intend, by the Tefimoxy of 

the Spirit, in that of the Romans lately men- 
tioned, 

It is not to be denyed by any the GreateF 

: Saitt 
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Saint upon earth, bur that he feels in hinr 
Self the Conteffs of two contrary Principles, 
Fleſh and Spirit, the 014 and new man : and 
evident [ preſume ir 1s, that from hence ariſes 
very mich of their trouble who have tender 
and good natures, bur weak and diſordered 
. Judgments. For fr, many of thoſe Chrilti- 
ans do conclude, that all, even the firi? nmoti- 
ons to itn, which they feel im themſelves, how 
ſuddenly, and impetuorſly foever rejeed by 
ther Spirits,do yet leave ſome dangerous gui!t 
{ticxing upon their Conſciences. And 2!y that 
the ſtate of a Chriſtian lyable to ſuch m9tions 
againſt the Law of God, ſpringing from cor- 
Typt nature in him 18 wholly deplorable and 
forlorn 3-thefe being moſt ſure marks of his 
unregeneracy. 

. Concerning the firſt of theſe zthongh there 
be miany very judicious and pious Divines, 
that are of a contrary judgment acknow-= 
ledging no more in theſe motions to fin, then 
an jufelicity accompanying the nature of rhe 
holyeft mien in this life z affording indeed 
matter of humility, to all the Chitdren of 


God, but not afperiing them with any guilt: 
yet if your judgmenr run along with thofe | 


of the other p-r[waſion, I ſhall not Endeavor to 
aſter your opmion at being long fince imbi- 


bed (I believe ) and therefore not only diffi- ' 


cultly changed, but allmoſt impoſſible to be 
cleerly eradicated out of. your mind; and 
conſequently ; may be a means not of lel- 
{cning 

"I 
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would I deſire you to retein your own Per- 


ſwaſion,, with this grain of Salt , viz. that ' 


thoſe Motions are bur fins of TInfirmity 
and Venia/ , which have pardon of courſe un- 
der the Goſpel tc all the Children of God; it 
not being poſhble that-rhey can live in the 
Fleſh, withour tuch Motions to fin, unleſs you 


of Impeccatility,a not-ſinnable condition in this 
World; for that Tuch Motions muſt in reaſon 
be ſuppoſed tobe in all perſons _ (as was 
Adam and all his Sons, being that indelibe» 
rate fins, as well as fins of a ſlower fermentation 
in mens Souls, muſt be preceded by ſach 
Motions of their Appetites, as naturelly and as 


before the emiſſion of fre, 

As for the ſecond, ſuch Motions as theſe 
how vile and irregular ſoever they are, (Blaſ- 
phemzes having the ſame mint with Fornication, 
Adulteries, Murders, as our Saviour telletk 
us, Mat. 15, 19,) yet being (as we have ſaid) 
immediately, and with Indignation reje&ed by 


;- -þ us, are no marks of an unregenerate Man, bur 
| racher the contrary : For do nor we Chriſti- 


ans engage in a warfaring life againſt the 
Fleſh, the World, and the Devil? is not the 


- | Holy man,he that leads a vertuous and religi- 


life, a Conqueror ? and is there a Conqueror 
where there is no Exemy 3 have we weapons, 
ſpiritnal ones, put inco our hauds, to beat The 
Aﬀt 


ſening , but enlarging your Troubles :' yet '* 


will ſuppoſe them capable of living in a ſtate 


neceſſarily , as the colliſion of Flints muſt be 


— 
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and deſtroy, that Amalek,, with which we 
muſt have war for ever? I mean whijit we live 
in this World. And muſt it paſs for a Cha- 
ratier of Treaſon or Cowardice , ( and not ra- 
cher a note of Tvfelicity ) to be dayly ſur- 
rounded with Los ra of theſe Philiſtims, 
which yet ( like David ) a valiant Chriſtian 


deſtroys by ten thouſands at a time ? if this be , 


that Shibboleth, and Teſt of diſcerning and di- 


ſtinguiſking the good fron the bad , Heaven , 
will be filled with none but Angels, ard th f: 
innocent Creatures, whoſe. good hap it was 


eo dye whilſt their tgnorance of Good and F- 
vil ( ike the Children of the Nz#5vitcs)might, 
give them undeniable pretenlions to the 
crown of Glory. | 

Should you therefore condemn your ſclf, 
fox that ſuch Dyels and Battles as theſe ar: 
dayly foyght in your Breaſt, for that Plots 
and Conſpiracies againſt the Kingly Govern- 
ment of your Appetites, are dayly detefed 
and prevented; rhe Plotters and Conſpirators 
ſubJued, chaſtiſed, and kept wnder by an high 
hand; ſhould you, I ſay, condenm your ſelf 
for this, you would in that ſentence condemn 
the Generation of Gods Children; the main dif- 
ference berwixt ſpiritual and carnal Men and 
Women lying in this, ( not that one ſort 
eels no conteſt with Mot;oxs to ſin, the other 
have Souls dayly clouded and peſtred. with 

| | | ſuch 


Air withalP. are not theſe Motions the enmity of - 
the Fleſh, which we are engaged to oppolc + 


The Fleſh ard the Spirit, 67 


A ſuch Locuſts d) Gal. J. 16,bur one of them, viz, 
ſpiritual Men do. conquer and ſubdue,but car- 


#41 Men and Women do yield to,and are van- 
quiſh'd by theſe Luits. 

Honour and commendation are not only 
Jue to Fortitude, but do foment and cherith 
that Virtue: take you heed cherefore that 
that* be not applyabieto you , which the va- 
liane''and wiſe General of King Davids Army 


i | forerold him upon his ſour entercainment of 


his Souldiers, after their Victory over Abſo- 


| bow ( the Kings Darling as much as Enemy, ) 


2 Sam, 19.7. You ought toencourage your 
ſelf in God, and blets and praiſe him by 
whoſe Grace it is that you are thus viderious, 
and that for the prazſe of his Glory, as the A- 
poltle doth more than oxce intimate 1n Eph, 
I. 12, 14. 


—— SW 
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OBJEC TION. XVI. 
C where i 


But how then « my Nature i 
* that new Creature, created after God in 


—Y 


""Righreouſnefs and true Holineſs 2 what 
Renovation by the Spirit, sf ſuch Morions 
to Sin ds theſe, croud 1n upon the Soul of a re- 
generate Chriſtian > I cant but be perſwa« 
ded it was much otherwiſe with the Apoſile, 
and is ſo till with Holy men, though not with 
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SOLUTION. 


22. Tac Anatomy of every, or any fingle 
Chriſtians Soul , with the true ſtate 
and poſture of his Mind you cannot certainly 
know , unleſs the perſon may be preſumed, 
not only to ſpeak truth, but chroughly to un- 
derftand his own condition in this point, c- 
ven as St. Paul did. But certain enough it is, 
thar Holy men extraordinarily inſpired by 
God, have grievouſly complained of the guilt 
of Sin, - and of their exceeding great troubles 
for it, even to diſtraftion, Pſ, $8. 15. neither 
&f which could poſsibly happen unto them, 
( the later being the fruit and effe& of the 
__ }) with theſe precedaneous motions to 
n. 
Beſides, ler the Thoughts, Words, and 
Deeds of the holyeſt perſon which you would 
inſtance in, be'ſifred ro the bortom, and ſome 
bran will be found in them,ſome chaffwill be 
winowed out of the heap of his converſation; 
evci {ince that t.me, that he hath had ſome 
comfortable aſſurance of his good Eſtate : but 
all this is not only tryable by experience, but 
by Rules and Grounds of Divinity , which 
have ("pn with the 4nalagy of Faith. 
23- Lhe new Creature, or the Regenerate 
man who doth ſincerely endeavour to perfett 
Holyneſs in the fear of Gcd,, doth not pals into 
this 
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this eſtate, by any phyſical and natural', but 
by a ſpirituzland moral change; the principles 
of Motion and Operation in him, continuing 
1ot only the ſame, but ſtil} lyable to che ſame 
Errors .in working as before ; otherwiſe ( as 
we have already ſaid ) his ſtate muſt be a ſtate 
of Impeccability, which was never” in our 
earthly Tabernacle but once, when Chriſt Fe + 
ſw took our nature upon him: in whom, 
chough the humane nature was lapſible , be- 
cauſe ocherwiſe he had not been made in alf 
things like unto us, Sin only excepted, Heb. 2, 
17. ( which /afſab:lity is not, }) yet by.reaſon 
of the hypoſtalica] union of the Humane and 
Divine nature in his Perſon; he could not only 
not fall but feel no Motion to the leaſt fig 
neither was Guile found in his mouth. 

Sothen, by reaſon the faculties in the Soul 
remain the ſame, after, as before converſion, 
C as thats man doth will Verrue with the ſams 
Individual will , wherewith before he did will 
Vice : he doth /ove God with the ſame natu- 
ral power of affeFing, wherewith before he lo» 
ved the World. ) It muſt follow, that the 
Soul and her Apperirtes, as well concupiſcible as 
iraſcible, being ſtill phyſically the ſame; the 
change is only in theſe 3 things eſpecially,the 
I. cauſe, 2,manner,and 3. end of therr operation» 
The Myral cauſe, (ifI may fo termit ) by the 
efhciency whereof the Will and her Appetites 
are ina Regenerate man moved to at, upan 
the propoſa} of =" objeR, iz that a 


3 
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of Grace, which js caſt into the Soul by the 
bleſſed Spirit of God : which is a kind of 
Printipium motus & quietis in Moral, as Nature 
is in things Natural , mingling it (elf into ec. 
very faculty of the Soul, apprebending in the 
Intellegual , willing or nilling in the Ele&ive 
er, governing and guiding rhe AﬀeCions 
n all their Operations, both of averſation 
and deſire , being ſo perfe&tly aflimilated to 
the nature of the Soul, that ( as is the Soul 
in which it dwells ) Grace is better appre- 
hended by her operation in Regenerate men, 
chan defined in its efſence ; ſomething there 
is that moves them to A &, nor only ſo contra- 
xyto others, but evento themſelves whilſt un- 
regenerate, Kom.6. 21.(as the contrary effetts 
of Glory and Shame in the ſame Perſons, flow- 
ing from the ſame Ads, though under a dif- 
ferent ſtate doth evidence) bur to define what 
this is, whether a ſubſtaxce or aquality , whe- 
ther an A#, or any Aſiiſtant form, nay ( poſ- 
fibly) appear a difficulty ſo much the greater, 
by how nuch che more ſolidly it is inquired 
into. 

As for the manxer ofa Regenerate mans 
working by Grace, it 1s regs/ar, according to 
that order which God himſelf hath fixt in 
our Nature, Reaſo being the Judge ofall our 
AQtions , uncorrupted by any prepoſſeſſion, 
paſſion, or intereſt, which, a e the cauſes of all 
diſorderly AGtions of the Soul , invading by 
faree or firatagemme, the more wolle and 
| : r at;- 
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rational faculties, whereby Unregenerate men 
\are carried ( vertiginouſly Jabour with divers 
Luſts, as well as with every wind of Dotrine, 
Eph. 4. 14. which isa luſt in the Underftand- 
ing, and fo the more dangerous, as are Diſea- 
ſes that fix themſelves in the vital woe. 
and in circular .motion , we know that eai 
part of the Orbe hath a viciſſirude of Superie 
ority : but in the Soul of man Reafon ought 
to be xt in the higheſt ſeat, the deepeſt mye- 
ries of Faith no way depoling this Dueen Re- 
gent from her Dignity, but only exating 
from her that Homage and Fealty which is duc 
to Divine Revelati ons, and the Aſs;Rances of 
the Spirit ating herein ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly things, 
. And laſtly, for the change that is wroughe 
in the ex4 of a Regenerate mans A ions, that 
.which he now »/t;mately and chiefly aims at, is 
the manifeſtation of Gods Glory : and the 
ſubordinate end of all his Endeavours, is his 
own, and the ſalvation of other metis Souls: 
| but wich men of unchang'd Natures, as Na- 
ture" in a ſtate of Corruption isthe Principle 
from which they work , and their Manner 
. wholy engrmons ; ſo is their exd ever their 
ſelf, even in that worſer ſenſe, wherein an 
obedience; and captivity to all, or ſome kinds 
of carnal Luſts , for ſatisfation of the un- 
reaſonable and brutiſh parc in rhem is fignifi- 
ed, in oppofition to that manual of Goſpel- 
Duties, ( as I may call ir) abridged into 
F 4 tha 
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_ moſt eomprehenſtve Notion of Self-de- 
nyal, 

Briefly . then , if you will but obſerve the 
Principal efficient of your moral Atons, the 
maxner and exd of doing them , I truſt you 
Will. be able to ſee fo great a contrariety be- 
twixt thoſe of the Unregerate, and Regene- 
rate life, that you will without any juſt cauſe 
of doubt as freely affert the ſpiricual Life you 
lead, from the vigour and exergy of that New 
Nature in you ; as you do the Natural life 
you live, by the power of the 014 Nature, ina 
phyſical ſenſe. 


— 


OB JEC TION. XVII. 


But me thinketh | ſay you | 1 may and ought 
fo be @ much better Chriſtian than 1 am. 


SOLUTION, 
24., N: moral duty ( like Mathemati- 
cal proportions ) doth conſiſt in an 
indivifible point. That whichwe judge to be 
the worſt may yetbe worſer, and that which 
we take to be the belt may yet be better, if 
done by any Creature not impeccable. Eſ- 
chue Evil, and do Good 15 the rule of boly living, 
PC. 34+ 13. which he that fincerely doth og 
eth not be ſcrupulous and critically inquiſitive 
into every ſingle Aion of his Life , though 


he may not be remiſs and ſupine 1n do- - 


ing 


LE 
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ing any the moſt inconſiderable , whilſt it is 
i doing. , 

25. There is noDivize,that will aſſert the ne- 
ceſlity ofperfe& and unſinning obedience 4in- 
der the Goſpel : his own experience without 
the Authoricy of Sainc Fohn, will confute 
ſuch Magiiterial Theologie, Cre it run from & 
ren, held by a hand of fleſh aud blood, All 
huntane Aions nwſt needs carrie a proporti- 
on to the nature of the Agent by which they 
are effefted : inall moral ARions, the ixter- 
mediate Agent betwixt the Spirit of ſanitifica- 
tion, and the material part of the Attion is the 
Soul of Man, in which, and by whioh, as by s 
natural and voluntary Inſtrument, the bleſſed 


. Spirit doth work : ſo that all moral predutiions 


muſt needs receive ſome impreſsions from the 
next, and immedate cauſe of their being : 
an Artificer never ſo skilfull, yet the defe&s 
and ineptirude of the Inſtrument by which he 
works, may ſomewhat abate of the excellen- 
cy of the work, unleſs he can ſuppoſe the 
Soul of Man in all her faculcies to be not only 
regular,but ikerrable; that tranſpiercing Eye 
will find ſome flaw in the moſt orient moral 
AGion, which a ftate of Separation and Bliſs 


might have rendered that Aion free from; 


our very Prayers and Prayſes are ( undonbt- 
edly ) not (o perfeCtin this, as in the other 
life : and this is one reaſon, why till the day 
of Judgement Chriff doth not delrver up 
the Kingdom to the Father : his Melchefide- 


kian 


= | Of the Meaſure of well-doing, 
kjan Prieſthood continuing in ( my opinion ) 
till chat time, both for the Quick and Dead, 
that they may have cheir Perfet# Conſumma- 
t:on and bliſs in everlaſting glory : this the 
Church prayes for, and for what the Body 
prayes, the Head doth undoubtedly inter- 
cede. 


— 
EE —— 


— — 


OBJECT. XVIII, 


But me thinketh ( ſay you ) 1 may do more good 
u 1 do. L 


ZOLUTION. 
26, am the meaſure of well- 


doing,if it were in Moral poſitive 
precepts of Gods revealed Will, there needs 
nothing more. be.ſaid, but-chat of our Sa- 
viour, Theſe ought to be done, Matth. 23. 23- 
But becauſe ſuch doubts or Scruples, that 
afli& your minde, are moſt likely to arife 
from thoſe duties, which are preſcribed only 
in groſs ; but-the D-otum or meaſure left to 
our own prudence to determine, as Faſting, 
Prayer, Alms, 8c, I ſhall onely infiſt upon 
theſe, there being no rtollerable doubt or 
ſcruple to be made concerning the other, 
which oblige ad ſemper, at all cimes, and in 
their full meaſure. y 
But you muſt take notice, that jc is not 
| pollible 
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poſſible rhat.particular Rules and Dire&ions 
can be given to all Chriſtians, concerning 
theſe Dnties, whereby all objeRtions may be 
prevented ; ſomewhac may be ſaid in gene- 
ral, which may ſerve fo far to dire& you, 
and all 'good Chriſtians, concerning theſe 
duties, that by obſerving them you may be 
left ſecure from all dammable omiſſions of any 
of theſe duties, and from any dangerows er= 
rors 1n performing them. Faſting is a duty 
when enjoyned by publike lawful Authori- 
ty, and for Chriſtian ends,. and ro be per- 
formed in a charitable manner, is an indi- 
ſpenſable duty upon all, fave ſuch, with 
whom that Authority doth a&@nally diſpenſe, 
or may 4uly be ſuppoſcd to be diſpenſable by 
ſach an Authority. Bur for private F aſts, how 
frequently they are to-be obſerved by every 

ne, cannot be defined wichout ſome regard 


 hadcoour chiilticucion of Bodie, our calling, 


the uſual Contingencies of neceſſary af- 
fairs, &c, which may hinder the performance, 
or make it imperrinent to our end, Publick 
Faſts are leſs lyable to errors in the perfor- 
mance, than private are : one reaſon amongſt 
others is, becauſe the management of every 
one for thar time, is for the greateſt part lefc 


under publick, circumſtances of Time, Perſons, 


Place,&c, which render the Duty more free 
from error and 'ſcruple in the Performance : 
Private Faſts are ſeldom free from private 


faults an1 inconveniencies, Now becauſe rhe 


Cir- 
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circumſtances of Complexion, Age; -Sex, 
Contingencies,&c. are ſo variable ; my judg- 
ment is, that few Chriſtians oblige them- 
ſelves by Vow, (but under a pecuniary, mul& 
to the poor they may ) to the obſervation of 
weekly, voluntary faſts, making thoſe the 
choiceſt oppor tunities, when they are moſt fir 
for thoſe duties. The beſt conjun&ure is 
Prayer, Faſting and Alms together, ( or in 
thoſe who have no corporal! Alms, ſome ſpiri- 
tual Largeſs to the Souls of others, which all 


may give ) theſe ſer a price upon the Service 


of God, and keep our Religion from being 
cheap and refuſe, and ſuch as coſts us nothing, 
but the expence of a little time and breath. 
But by this I defire not to be thought to 
diſcharge the weekly dayes of abſtinence ap- 
painted by the Church, or to commute for 
them, by the obſervation of a day of your 
own ; for I look upon the Authority of the 
Church you were baptized in, as uncancel'd 
in point of obliging you, and all others, who 
call your felves the Sons and Darghters of the 
 Ehurch of England. 
Theſe Cautions I ſhall recommend unto 
you, and others, in reference to the matter 
in hand. 1. The duties of our honeſt and 
neceſſary calling, (wherein men 4o undoubr- 
edly ſerve God, when orderly and Chriſti 
anly performed _) may, though not wholly 
fuperiede, either our. of our family, or pri” 
yate practiſe, any of theſe duties, yet mor 
derats 


— 
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derate us in the praice of them. So much 
time ſpent in prayer, cannot in reaſon be ex- 
peed, from one that ſubliſts by his boue# Call- 
ing,as fron him chat lives of a plentiful Reve- 
#ue-2.Diverſtons and recreations ought not to 
govern us inof reſpeC& theſe duries:but if they 
be ſuch as require nuch of our time to the 
exerciſe of them( which I believe is not agree- 
able to Chriſtian Principles) the ſeaſons muſt 
not be rob'd away from theſe duties, but from 
ſomething elſe, wherein we have a power to 
diſpenſe. Ido not believe that an Huncting- 
Match, a Cittie-Viſtt, or a Pack of Cards,8c. 
ought to exchange and alter the fitteſt, and 
uſual times, and hours for prayer, ( though 
neceſſary employments, deeds of Mercy 
and Charity may) muck leſs abbreviate or 
wholly diſpenſe with the dury. 3. If it hap- 
pen that there be an opportunity of doing 
ſome dutie of Piety, ( as publick Prayer or 
Sermon,&c.) in that place where you are 
enjoyn'd to be an Auditor & Member of the 
Congregation on. the Lords day ( or in any 
other place where you are, in caſe there be 
no Schiſm in the National Church }) you may 
not abſent your ſelf ozly for ſuch Diverftons 
and Recreartions; the reaſon is, not only for 
thac a guilt of omiſſion, and alſo a ſcandal 
will follow from thence, but you nay loſe 
an opportunity of doing, or receiving ſome 
good at that time, which you may not have 
tendred to you again, To laviſh away ones 
c1me 
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rime is a very great imprudence(betides a fin) 
in any Chriſtian ; bur ro lote ſeaſons and 
opportunities 1s a very great piece of guilt, as 
well as folly. 4. In caſe you have bound 


your felf to any of theſe, in reſpe& of the - 


mezſure and frequency, eicher by Vow, .cr 
promiſe, or firm Reſolucion ( eſpecially if by 
way of Revenge for former faults, 2 Cor. 7. 
11, ) by all means, be as punual as you 
may in the obſervation thereof : alſuring 
your ſelf, that as you ſhall meet with, the 
more and greater oppolitions after ſuch 
Vow , Promiſe or Reſolution, fo you will 
finde nuch more trouble upon the not 
performance of che dury ſo-vowed, promi- 
{ed, or reſolved on; becauſe the duty there- 
by becemes in its circumſtances to the bic 
and zuxr of it, of the nature of Gods un- 
changeable | Far po arid the fin of unfaith- 
falneſs is added cothe omiilion of that dury 
by you. 5. You need nor ſcruple the Condi» 
tru Or p_—_ fn of the Perſon to whom you 
give in beſtowing of your Alms ; if you per- 
ceive the Receiver thereof be ſuch, as by ho- 
neſt endeavours cannot provide for himſelf, 
and his Family in a way proportionable to the 
Dignity of mans Nature, you have a good 
aim ro-hic the mark of Charity ; if nothing be 
probably ſuggeſted to the contrary, you may 
ſafely ſuppole any one thar askerh, capable of 
your charitable Benevolence. 6, In giving 
ever have regard © that your Eye informs 


you, 


_- 
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yon , the poor Wrerch ſtands moſt in need 
of, and which others are not ſo Ukelys or {0 

well able to ſupply, as your ſelf. TIneednot 
mention to you any caution againſt vain gle 


| 75, the. forfeiture of your Reward in Heaven, 


upon our Saviours own caution againſt ir,wall 
be your daily Remembrancer thereof. 7. To 
conſtant Prayers and other holic Duties mn 
your- Familie, though there be no Pofitive 
command in Scripture for it, 1 believe you 
hold your ſelf obliged. Yer would I not have 
youſo wedded to any form, as not being able 
to- pleaſe your ſelf rhercin, you ſhould whol- 
ly diſcharge the Durie it ſelf, that which 
beſt opens your Wants as a Chrittian, and co» 
meth home to the concernments of your own 
Family, 1s the moſt proper , and in all like- 
lyhood may beſt ſuic wich che temper and 
perſwaſion of everic Perſon in your Houle 3 
which þn this Age we live in , may notbe {0 
unanimous, as you defire. 8. In the perfor- 
mance of any of theſe ( as of all other Du- 
ries _) Jabour to ſhew your ſecif of an alacrious 
Spirit, For being they are Free will Offer- 
ings, ( at leaſt manie As of them may be ſo) 
it 1S true in all the reſt, which che Apoſtle 
ſpeeks of oxe of them, God loveth a chearfulf 
Giver. 2 Cor.g.7. 9. Iſhall conclude with 
this caut:on ( which I deſire you to make wiſe 
of as a cordial, and not as a conſerve to make 
otherthings g/ib and palatable in ſwallowing) 
xemember that there is great difference be- 
ewixe 
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twizt the 'certain puniſhment annextto the | 


breach of Law, and a leſſer degree of Glory 
in the life to come, he that ſoweth plentifully, 
ſhall reap plentifully ; 2: Cor. 9. 6,7. though 
where there is no ſowing at all,no Har veſt (in 
Jaſtice)can be expe&ed, yet where there js this 
ſpiritual ſowing the crop, ſhall be anſwer able to 
what is ſown. Though it ſhould be every 
mans deſigne, to aim at the higheſt degree of 
Glory, and yet believe that he deſerves not 
the leaſt: yet | would have ſuch as are of your 
fad temper toconlider; that there is no dan- 
ger incurred, by being only capable of re- 
ceiving a leſs reward then other men. 


— Re" IR I ——_——oe—__—_— 
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OBJECTION KXIX. 


Bot I think my ſelf bound is Conſcience to do 
the moſt and beſt I may, and therefore I con- 
demn my ſelf of ſin, as oft as T fail of doing 
that which « beſt, 


SOLUTION. 
27. WO condition may be ſuch, as 


that you may be utterly UNcapa- 
ble of doing that which is bejt ; and conſe- 
quently you ought not in reaſon to think 
= felf bourd t» all that is beft. A Angle 


fe is ef, in compariſon of Wedlock, ( ſup- . 


poling 
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I poling the Perſon qualified for Calibate:)yet - 
if you are entred inco the ſtate of Marriage, 
(though you found yonr ſelf capable of. li- 
ving without Luſt or byrzing) yer you mult 
now content your ſelf with chat ſtate of life, 
and therejn abide with God, 1 Cor. 7. 24. do- 
ing the Duties agreeable, and proper to that 
kinde of life. But you mean ( perhaps ) of 
ſuch things as are yet in your choice; as to 
Pray in Canonicat hours, as do the Regulars 
or Religious of the Roman Perſwaſionz or to 
giveſo much Alms, as may quadrupliate the 
proportion you have hitherto given, being 
able ſoto do. I confeſs I do not take it to be 
a fault, bur a piece of Heroical Charity, if 
any one doth by this means, ſo leſſen hime 
ſelf, in reſpe& of his former quality, that 
the Place and Dignity he formerly enjoyed 
as his Civil Right, ana he be no publick, 
Magiſtrate, which { perhaps) may alter the 
Caſe) the Port and Equipage of his hving'is 
thereby depreſt, and made ing/orious in the 
eyes of worldly men. Bur as I take this to 
be no fault, but much otherwiſe ; ſo I muſt 
take leave to feruple your ſcruple you raiſe 
from your private belief in this point 5 vi&- 
that you are obliged thus do; becauſe your 
Conlcience tells you, you are capable of do- 
ing it. Your Argument ſtands thus ; Such ar 
Heroical piece of Religion | am capable of per- 
forming, therefore my Conſciencetells me I ans 
bound to perform it. Y 

Te 


$2 Of the Meaſure of 


' Two things muſt here be enquired into, 


1. I bether my capacity of doing that which I | 


am not appgrantly commanded to do, be a ſuf- 
ficient ground to inferre my obligation thereto ? 
in caſe this be not ſo, whether 2. my belief 
that it is ſo, bath a power of obliging me thereto 2 
as in matters of Tydifferency. 

Thar the fir Propoſition cannot be held 
for an univerſal Affirmative, may be clear to 
any one, from theſe two Inſtances. 1. There 
be divers perſons in the world, that are ca- 
pable of performing the Mizifterial Funiion, 
Th point of Parts and Mora! Bebaviour ; which 

et never did conceive themſelves, nor any 
y elſe believe, that they were indiſpenſa= 

bly bound, by this aptitude of theirs to enter 
into Holy Orders. I muſt confeſs that in the 
firſt Plantation of the Goſpel, or in an intol- 
erable ſcarcity of Miniſters, the caſe may 
(poſſibly) be otherwiſe ; efpecially if ſuch 
perſons perceive in themſelves an _—_ ace 
quiſition, and improvement of their abilities, 
under common means ; anda greater violence 
and ſtirring of Spirit in them toward that 
Profeſsion, (eſpecially if under perſecution, 
or very {lender encouragements to imbrace 
it ) together with the remarkable defires of 
others, that they would engage therein, (the 
Concurrexce of which are very neer to an ex- 
traordinary Calling.) But generally I conceive 
the caſe to be as is afore determined. Again 
21y tis clear from 3 Cor. 7. That afingle Life 
b+ 
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| is better, in many reſpe&s, then Marriage : 


now if a Virgin hving inher Fathers houſe, 
ſhould finde in her felf »o neceſſity tro marry, 
but rather ſtrong inclinations ( and for the 
beſt reafon of all, that ſhe might ſerve the Lord 
without diſftrafion by worldly bufitieſs ) to 
continae a Virgin, ſuppoſing ſhe were aus 

obliged fo to do, upon tinding in her ſelf this 


capacity of living unmarried ; I defire to 


know, whether her Father ( if he fees it xe- 
ceſſary for himſelf; eſtate or Fatwly that ſhe 
ſhould marrie _ ) may compel! by his Fatherly 
Anthority, ſuch-& one to accept of a fit Hus- 
band, tendered to her by her Father ? on 
the one fide here is the Command of a Fa- 
ther ; on the other (on that ſuppofition) the 
Command of God; this to ab ain, that to 
marrie z into what a ſad perplezitie will 
ſuch & one be caſt, if that ſuppoſition were 
true ? 

But I deftre him that holds the firſt opini- 
on | that his capacity of doing that which he is 
not apparantly commanded to do, is a ſufficient 
ground to inferre his obligation thereto |to cont- 
11der this reaſon to the contrafy : the capaci- 
tie of doing any thing, whether precedaneous; 
concomitant or ſubſequent tothe command, is 
no more then a Pnalification, or obediential 
power find paſſivity 1n the objeR, by which the 
Law becomes ſuitable to the Creature, to 
whom it is given, and without which the 
Command can neither be reaſouable, nor juſt : 

G 2 i 
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it being as diſagreable to original juſtice, that ' 


a Law or Command be given to any Crea- 
ture Sup. riour to his abilities of keeping it; 
as itis contrary to ordinate juſtice to puniſh 
that Creature, for the not performance of a 
Command ſo given, Not the Obligeacy there- 
fore, but.the equzty, or reaſonableneſs of the 
Law, is founded in the Capacity of the Crea- 
ture'to obey it ( that being indeed founded 
in the Soveraiguty of the Law- maker ) other- 


wiſe there would be tranſgretlion , where - 


there is no Law, contrary to the ſaying of 
St. Paul, Ram. 4- 15. 

The main doubt behinde is, whether a be- 
lief grounded upon ſuch an aptitude, doth oblige 
that perſon in whom it is, to the performance of 
ſuch things,for which there is no particular precept 
given him by God? and ſo may .be underſtood 
to be of the ſame nature with that, which Dj« 
vines call a Perſonal precept,as was that of our 
Saviour to the young man , requiring him to 
ſell all,and give to the Poor, Luke 18. 22. a 
Precept which Divines have hitherto held to 
be of the nature of thole Conftitutions in the 
Civil Law, called Conſtitutiones -perſonales, 
Inſt. lib. 1.-Tit, 2. n. 6. none ofwhich trayſ- 
greditur peffonam , goes further than the per- 
{on to which it 1s given, and therefore be- 
become not Preſidents or Examples for 0- 
thers, though they have Legis vigorem 
the force of Law, in reſpe& of them to whorh 

they are given, | 
There- 
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Therefore I anſwer, That a Perſon thar 
thus believes, is bound by his erroneous Con- 
ſcience, or Judgement to the thing which he 
conceives himſelf rhus capable of doing, bur 
yet not. irreverſibly bound, as that man thay 
receives a perſonal Precept from the Law- 
giver is, till che Law-giver hamſelf be pleaſed 
co reverſe it, He then that is thus bound by 
the error of his Judgement , in the firſt of 
thoſe things concroverted betwixt us, under 
this obje&ion, is freed from all Obligation to 
performance, as ſoon as his Judgement ( or 
Conſcience ) is re&ified ; which is done aſ- 
ſoon as he is perſwaded of the truth of this 
propolicion, viz. That the capacity of doing 
what is be(t, doth not render the Perſon capable 
obliged to do what is beſt, Wherein (I think) 
the reaſon foregoing will give ſatisfa&icn ro 
any unprejudicate Perſon. 


_——_— 


——_— 


OBJECTION. XX. 


But doth not our Saviour diſcharge the force of 
your reaſon in Mat. 19. 12, He that is able 
ro receive it, let him receive ft ; ---But 7 
am able to recetve it,---therefore 1 am bound 
to recerve tt, 


Mgt S O»- 


$6 S, Marth. 19. 12. 41 Advice; 


SOLUTION. 


26. Qu muſt prove, that our Saviour 
injoyus that as a Precept , and 
not propoſeth it as his Advice or Counſel! ; 
otherwiſe it cannot be thought to contain 
in it the force of a Command; and conſe- 
quently hath not in jt the obligatory of a 
gn but the perſwaſory eficacie of an Ad- 
VICE. 
Now that thoſe words do not contain the 
Force of a Precept in them , will ( | believe 
be' evident, if you conſider the paſſage tg 
which they are immediately related;and that 
is the ſaying of the Diſciples v. 10. conclu- 
ding Mariage to be ( in point of Prudence ) 
much worſe than a ſingle hfe, in cafe there 
ought to be no divorce of Man and Wife, 
ſave for Adultery only.7t ;- not ( ſay they)good 
to marry, if the caſe be thus; which clearly un- 
plies thus much, that ic is beſt in point of 
prudence, (this being in every mans choyce ) 
not to marry 3 to, which our Saviours Anſwer 
1s to this purpoſe , that they are in the right, 
if it were alike with all men in refpe& of ab- 
ſtaining from Marriage 3 but being ic isnot 
ſo, they that canaot contein ought ro warrie, 
but if a Man can contein, their Judgement is 
good, and is confirmed with our Saviours own 
Reſolution therein, it is beſt for him not to 
marry. I believe Saint Paul will give full ſa- 
| : tisfa&tion 


tisfation to this ſcruple, if you read his 7th. 
chapter, 1 Cor. 


A man is bound in Prudence, $y 


_—___ 
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OBJECTION XXL. 


But, is z0t every Chriſtian bound #1 Conſtis 
ence to uſe the things that God grues hym, b9 
the belt aduantaze of bis Maſter 2 


SOLU TION. 


7. BE is bound ſo to do in point of pro- 

dence : but not by any expreſs 
Law given by God, Now the Obligation 
Which prudence layes upon anie man, is not in 
reſpeCt of ſuch things as are Good or Evil; for 
therein there is na /ibertie of EleQion, that 
which is Evi! heing by no means elzgible ; 
but onlie concerning ſuch things as may be 
well or better done , either way of doing 


'them being chooſable without guilt , becauſe 


there intervenes no Law, which may deter- 
mine my will, bur I am left to govern my felf 
by prudential reaſons only, which amount ta 
no more , bur the modification of my Ad of 
chooſing, whereby it is reſolved to be more 
or leſs prudent, not to be /awfull or unlew- 
ull. l 
, Now if I chooſe that which is /zaft to mp 
own advantage, I do; no more then what 

G4 may 


&2 Not by any expreſs Law, Oc. 
may be done , where the elefion of my will 
is not predetermined : and if that be /ea(t for 
the profit of my Maſter , yet he having given 
me no other Command, than to uſe thoſe 
things well which he hath given me , Ihave 
obeyed his Commands who enjoined me to 
do ſo much. 

If a Merchant ſhould deliver a large ſtock 
of Goods or Monie to his FaGtour, and 
ſhould ſay unto him, imploy this to my beft 
advantage, in all inſtances and at every op- 

rtunitie your prudence ſhall judge to be fic : 
in this caſe the FaQor is preobliged, and muſt 
do onlie what is beſt,elſe he breaks the Com- 
mand of his Maſter. But if his Maſter ſay 
thus unto him, imploy this ſtock to my ad- 
vantage, and your reward for ſo doing ſhall 
be proportionable to the advantages I receive 
by your Endeavours ; in this caſe the Fator 
is not obliged by his Maſters Command, to 
do anic more than imp)oy his Maſte rs goods 
to his profit; which if he do, be it much 
or little, he obeys the Command of his Ma- 
ſter; but prudence binds him to do the beſt he 
can, for the advancing and improving his 
Maſters Goods , bccauſe his own Reward 
will carry its proportion to that ſucceſs, whe- 
_ther it be for the better or #0, the caſe cor- 
reſponds to the latter part of this illuſtra- 
T10n. 
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OBJECTION XXII. 


But how can this ſtand with mine, ( and the ob- 
L1Zation of all Chriftians ) to love the Lord, 
with all my Soul, wich all my mind, and 


with all my ſtrength. 
SOLUTION. 
28. Do not conceive this Paramount 


Law inevitably infringed , by not 
doing every thing that we have ability of do- 
ing, but are not thereto expreſly required by 
precept, Indeed it binds the whole man co 
all Duties, exa&ed from him by Gods reveal- 
ed will, and toſubmir to, or not withdraw 
my obedience therefrom, for any Competitor 
whatever, that may pretend claim ro my ſub- 
jection, becaule for chat time, & in that thing, 
(if I were never ſo good a Chriſtian ) my. 
Diſobedience of Gods Law, would unqueſti- 
onablie condemn me of not /oving Him , with 
#/! my mind,with all my ſoul,and with ell my 
ſtrength; the demonſtration of which Love (as 
our Saviour himſelf reſolves ) 1s the keeping 
of Gads Commandements, Jo 14. 15. if you 
mark ir, the keeping his Commandements is 
the Teſt of every mans love*, ſo that ke that 
dorh that ; that pþſerves what eyer doth ap- 


Pear 


That we have ability to do. 


to be Gods Commandement,is ſaid truly 
to love God,and that with a/ his Heart.So that 
conſequently there is left unto men a Lati- 
cude of expreſsing their Love to God, in 
ſome Ads of Heroice! Vertue, proportio- 
nable to the free-w:l! offerings amongſt the 
Jews; whiereby God may have occafhion gi- 
ven him, of remunerating ſuch men ac- 
cording to his Bounty 3 like as the Du- 
ties performed agreeableto his Law are 
rewardable by his Tuftice, You nay take 
this Reſolution of your ſcruple in this for- 
mal way of reaſoning. The Love that Chriſt 
requires from his Diſciples is the Love of 
Him with all their Heart, with all their Mind, 
$c.Burt ſuch a Love as ghis is expreſt by keep- 
ing his Commandement, Ergo, The keeping 
of Gods Commmadianin is ſuch a Love as 
God requires from his Children, 

We may adde herewo, that when a man 
doth ſincerely propoſe the glory of God, as 
the ſcope and center of all his 4Fions, every 
ſingle 47 of his Life, whether civilar religi- 
ous , may be-interpreted as a /ine tending 
thereto; drawn from the Circle of his fir(t 
Reſolution , and cannot be truely ſaid to be 
a 'breach of Duty, for that it tends Jeſs ta 
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perfe&ion » thin doth every other A&Aon of 


his Life; gradual Differences in moral Aﬀi- 
ons, ( as good , better, and beſt ) making no 
eſſential difference in the Subje&s in which 
they are: whereas the obje&s of Reward _ 
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Of Doing Holy Atons in Charity, - gt 
Puniſhwent, muſt be oppoſed by contr ar zety 
as are Vertue and Vice, which diverſity of 
Degrees in the ſam? ſubje& are not, as well 
in mora], as in natural Things. 

So that without, forferting your Reaſon you 
may believe, that you do not love the Divine 
Majeſtic with all your heart, with all your ming, 
and with all your (trength, becauſe you do not 
every thing , which ſome emixent Chriſtians 

ave done before YOU, as giving all to the poor 

&c, ſich high Attempis require /ong fitting 
down, and confidering with your ſelf, e're 
you ingage in them; leſt not only that happen 
unto you, which befel che man in the Goſpel, 
who beginning a b»i/ding too great for his 
Purſe, Lake 14. 30. and defiſting, was deri- 
ded therefore by his Fn:mies, but a much 
worſe thing, I mean the zrremoveable anxiety 
of future life, with all the vexatious ſcruples 
that Satan, or a volatile fancy may eait upon 
your Soul. 


— 


— — — ———— hom 


OBJECTI. XXII. 


But 1 need not conteſt fo hotly about the meaſure 
' of boly and vertuous Attons. The Apoſile 
tells me, that without Charity all :s nothing 
worth : I cannot deny, but that 1 do heartily 
endeauour to do all the good that 1 may,to any 
one who ſtands in weed thereof ; but 8 
have m0 aſſurance that 1 de tin Charity, 


92 Of the want of Charity 
and fo all my Hay , Wood, a4 Stubble 


may periſh, when it comes to the Telt, 
\ 
SOLUTION. 


gh is no ſmall dificultie to define what 
that Charitie 1s, which you ſuſpe& you 
want.Tou accuſe not your ſelf of the neglett of any 
good Dutie , that concerns the bodies or ſouls of 
men, and that as your Brethren and Partners 
with you in the common benefit of Redemption. 
Tou ſincerely endeavour ts pratiiſe forbearance, 
are patient and not revengefull of Injuries 3 
kind, tender and compaſſionate; as ſenſivle and 
zealous of other mens good as of your awn, far 
from envying; well-pleaſed at other mens happi- 
neſſes ; hating all fooliſh elation of mind; as at> 
fo all pride and inſolence, in 9ver-valuing your 
ſelf and deſpifing »thers ; you keep your ſelf from 
uſing others unſeemlie; either iu Words or Ge- 
fture; inclinable to take care of oth-rs Good and 
Safetie, and not only of your own ; you fall not 
upon atty provocation, into violent and immo- 
derate diſftempers of Auger 3 keep account of alt 
the Good that hath been done by any, but none 
of the Evil; you rejoyce not at the Errors and 
Sins of other \men, but are paſſionately grieved 
for them, and contrarily made glad, by the good 
and holy converſation of your fellow Chriſtians; 
anclinable to conceal all the Evil that you know of 
another, ſo far as is for his Good, and not con- 


Trary to the grgater,Good of others; you blelieve - 
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without prejudice all the Good you hear of others» 
or have Ground in Charity ts believe of them ? 
you hope that you believe not , and never ſo far 
defpair of their Repentauce, as to give over ufing 
all probable means which may reclaim your wan- 
dring Brethren; enduring much painsgtrouble and 
loſs , without Regret, for the recovering of ſuch 
# are indangered by any unchriſtian prattiſes. * 
Now that this is that Charitie the Apoſtle 
ſo magnifies , you have not enly the evi- 
dence of the thing it ſelf, but the credit of a 
moſt /earned, pious, and judicious Paraphraſt 
on that Chapter; whoſe very words I have 
tranſcribed ( at leaſt the full importance of 
them ) for your ſatisfa&ion in this fcruple : 
preſuming that the authoritie of ſo reverend 
a Pe; (on, will fix your judgement beyond the 
aſſaults of anie ordinarie Temptations. | 
I cannot therefore be ſo uncharitable to you 

as to joyn with you in a Verdi@ againit your 
ſelf, for want of Charitie. I doubt not, but 
you: have in your heart this Water ſpringing 
-1 to eternal life; though like Hagar almoſt 
ead by thirſt, you want an Ange! toſhew you 
this Fountain, Gen, 21. Whenſuch fumes as 
theſe darken your Soul , do not ſeek for /zght 


| 
. from ſparks of your own kindling; but from the 
| Sun of Righteouſneſs, that Light that /ight= 


aeth everie one that cometh into the world. 
Jo. 1, 9. 

In .a word therefore, you muſt know, that 
when the Apoſtle thus magnifies Charity, it > 
vac 


Of making ones ſelf 94 
the ſame thing as to comprize and exalc the 
whole dutie of man —_— our Neighbour, in 
that one word; aid to prefer thac before the 
guifts of edification, whether Tongues, Heal- 
ing, Miracles,&c, the excellencie and reputa- 
tion whereof, or of any hero;ical Aﬀﬀtion, as 
giving Ones Gords to the Poor, Or ones Bodie 10 
ſuffer Martyrdome, is not comparable to that 
atical Vertue, in the full /atitude thereof. 
And this cannot but be evident unto you, if 
you conhder the compariſon the A poſtle 
makes betwixt Charitie and ſuch Gifts, m the 
12, & 13 Chap. 


—_— creme. Þ mmom__—_—___o in, 
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OBJECTION XXIV. 


By in: all my Aftons 1 endeavour to $krien my 
ſelf from the wrath of God, and to prevent 
bis Juſtice upon my perſon for Sin already 
commuted , perfefly indeed abhorring it as 
the cauſe of all my Troubles, but n0t truly 


enamoured of Yertue (me thinks) becauſe it 


gields me 30 ſuch Harveſt of Content, and 


felcity as the Heathens themſelves could 
boaſt of. 
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The Exd of our Aftions. 9s; 


SOLUTION. 


30. TT Hat your ſe/f ſhould be your exd, 
aſwell as God, is not contrary to 
Piety; but your ſelf muſt be putin a ſecond 
and ſubordizate place, and God in the fir# 
and chjefeft : becauſe God, being the chiefeſ 
good , and our Salvation ſubordinate to his 
Glory, as he is in this the prime mover of our 
Wills, C both obje&ively , and efficiently ) ſo 
conſequently muſt he be the ultimate end of 
our ACGions. 

But in this caſe we muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt 
what God is, and what we —_— him to 
be: aSinner is not preſemly brought to lay 
aſide the fear of Gods revengefull hand, and 
to imbrace, and depend upon him , for the 
mercie that is offered to him. Ordinari/) 
(I conceive God doth manifcſ his love,good- 
neſs, and mercy to penitent Sinners, gradu- 
«lly; and with proportion to future experi- 
ence, of the truth and ſincerity of their Re- 

entance, I mean ſuch a manifeſtation of 

imſelf, in theſe Attributes of complacency 
and bexignity to Mankind ; which one may 
'term the overſhadowing of —_— of Love 
upon the Soul, inlighcning, refreſhing, 'and 
comforting her, againſt the terrors of the Di- 
vine Juſtice due to Sin without a Propitiation 
by Chriſt, | 

Let me therefore adviſe you, to wait with 
pe 


96 Ofthe Spirit of Bondage and Adoption. 
patience till the day break, and the ſhadows 
flee away ;Cant.1.17.till this Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs ariſe npon your Soul with healing in his 
Wings, Mal. 4. 2. and to endeavour to be pe.- 
ſwaded ( as of other mens ſo) of your own 
filiation , and that you may the better be- 
heveit, tobleſs God moſt frequently for the 
meſtimable gifr of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom alone a Reconciliation was wrought 
betwixt ,God and mankind; by the Faith 
whereof holy Men and Women look for the 
inheritance of Sons and Daughters, and 4o 
notſtand in fear of ſtripes as vaſfals, and 
Bond-flaves: being emancipated from the 
Spirit of Bondage,through the freedom they 
have by the Spirit of \doption, whereby they 
cry Abba Father:Rom.$ 15. meditating upon 
the greatneſs, aud excellency of that 
love,the ever-bleſſed and glorious Trinitie,hath 
expreſt unto our Souls, engraven before our 
eyes in eternal Charatjers of Blood; even 'the 
Blood of the only Son of God largely deſcri- 
bed by all four Evangeliſts in their Hiſto- 
TICS of the Goſpel; though ſundry, yea inmu« 

merable other paſſages of ourSaviourslife are 
omirred S. Fo.21(yea even the birth of Chriif 
by two of them) intimating unto us, not 
only the certain truth of -his Paſſion (which 
had been unqueſtionable if but recorded by 
exe of them ) and the great concer # ment of 
it. to all mankinde, as well in the' example 
as neceſſity thereof; but likewiſe recommend- | 
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ing by that variety of deſcribing the /a# 
tragical Ad of his Blefled Life, the frequent 
per: ſal of it m all times, and kindes of Trial, 
and Temptations. 

What therefor: you want of felicity ( at 
preſent ) and content in your New life, do 
not de(pair of, bur expe& ; aſſuring your 
ſelf, chart Fou ſhall one day know, and feel, 


, that the Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, 


Peace, and Foy inthe Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14, 17. 
God alone knowes how much of Heaven *c1s 
beſt ro give you in this Lyfe : that Angelical 
fate which you aim at, nught be much more 
dangerous for you then you 11nagine. When 
St. Paul had been rapt up into the third Hea- 
ven, and heard things z*1poſible to be uttered, 
becauſe he ſhould net be e/ated by the abun- 
dance of Revelations, there was given unto 
him a thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan, 
2 Cor. 12.7, ſome humiliating Temptation, , 
thar might make him know, that as yer he 
was /oc't up in an earthly Tabernacle, as 
lyable co the Aﬀaults aud Invaltons of Satan, 
and his Complices, as to a final ditfolution by 
deach, 


_— 


—— _ — _ —— 


OBJECT. XXV. 


' But ſill, me thinketh, if God had ſuch a Love 


to my Soul, he ſhould Louchſafe me ſome Mas 
H uifeſtation 


98 Of the Fear of Death. 


nifeſtations thereof. St. Paul rejozced in his 
Infirmities, deliring to be diflolved, and 
ro be with Chriſt : but zothing is ſo terri- 
Lle to me a5 Deaths as if I had either no 
Chrift to go unto, or 20 ſuch Chriſt as Saint 
Paul ha#. 


SOLUTION, 


31. P'He Conlideration of the 1Vorld to 

| come, and expcCation of the Re- 
velation of the Righteous Fudgement of God, 
diſpenſed by Feſw Chri#, accoruing to the 
things that men have done in their. bodies, 
whether it be good or evil, (2 Cor. 5.10+ 11.) 
1 queſtionlefs a very terrible thing, even co 
ſuch Chriſtians, as ſhall never have their 
ſhare in the Lake that burxneth with fire and 
brimitone for evermore. But is it not the ſame 
I/Lord of God which promiſerh a Pardon to 
the Penitent, and threatneth damnation to 
the impenitent Sinner ?. Why do you not 
believe him when he promiſeth Mercy, as well 
as when he threatneth Vengeance ? He 
that believes not the Divine Majeity in any 
one branch of Faith, revealed plainly m his 
Word , doth not believe him in the ref; 
becauſe the ground of Faith, viz. rhe Veracity 
of Ged is the ſame inall; the ſume Truth 
in Promiſes of Mercy, as in Threatnings of 
Puiniſhmenc ; the ſame Fidelity in pertorm- 
ance 
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ance Gf Good things, as in the Execution of 
Evil. | 
As for your inſtance in St. PauZ;(l think )I 
have already inctimared unto you,that he be 
ing a Saine of moſt eminent aid exemplary 
picry,of a Charicy and Love to Chriſt and his 
Church even unto Extaſie and Frenzy in the 
eyes of the \Vorkkyou ought nor to expe&t 
the extraordinary favours vouchſat*c him by 
Heaven.Alaſs\why ſhould you or I look for (0 
much of Heaven to be delivered to us before 
hand?or elſe mult judge our (elves wholly un- 
concern'd in the diſtribution of thoſe heaves- 
ly Manſions!] am contidenc either of us would 
be weli content, for ſuch an afſurance as had 


| St. Paul, to |ye mouldring in our graves a 


million of years, after the rej} of our Brethren 
are crown'd with Glory ; yea ( perhaps ) 
as long inthe Refining Flames of the Komiſh 
Purgatory. But I mention not this as the faint 


' Ejaculations of men chat /;ve, without Hope ; 


bur as expreflions ,ſtacable roa ſad RefleGion 
upon our own Demerits 

Remember therefore, that if God think 
fir to give you 1p Aſſurance, yer he hath 


- youchſat't unto you ( with the reit of Be- 


lievers ) Promiſes of Glorification, much fit- 
rer to be look'c after, and relyed upon, theu 
any ſexſible and experimental Conſelation : for 
what is tendred to us in the Holy Scriptures, 
is immutable and permanet® but ſuch con- 
clulions as are drawn only from exper zmeriad 

H 2- know 


100 Of the Fear of Death. 


knowledge of our own obedience, are very 
tranſjent and incercain ; never ( as is the 
IYord of God ) infallible and eternal. 

As for your Fear of Death; which you are 
ſo far from meeting with St. Parls alacrity of 
Spirit, that you dare nor encountcr the 
thought of it in your breaſt :the ſound of a 

 paſing Bell, or the Sight of a Friend ſirugling 
rich the pains of Deat h, being (next to your 
remembrance ot your own Jaſt end) the for- 
midableſt thing imacinable z no queſtion the 
moral cauſes thereof ought to be heeded, and 
the effects prevented. I fay | moral cauſes | be- 
cauſe I prefiime chere 1s in all creatures (men 
nor excepted) a natural cauſe of fear of death: 
which nay be as innocext in men, as the af- 
fecions of Foy, Delight, Grief, Anger,&c. and 
this can no more be alike mn all men in the 
world; then it can be imagined, there ſhoujd 
be the ſawe degrees of orher Aﬀe@ions, in all 
conſtitutions and complexions of men. Death 
wichourt queltion is the moft formidable of 
all things in the world ; bemg that ftrong 
bridle which the hand of Providence hold- 
eh in the Faws of wicked men, who elſe 
would ( moit of them ) break our into rhe 
greateſt excelics of intolency and outragi- 
ous milchict; this Grear Ki of Terrors over- 
awing the moſt daring, and violent Spirits 
of men in the world, And of this natural 
cauſe of fear of dearth, youu cannot but be 
thought to have pou ſhare ; for thar neither 
- your 
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your Sex, nor your Complexion, can be ſup= 
poſed to ſeaſon you againſt the but ordinary 


| impreſſions of thar 4 flidive Pallion. 


That which | have term'd a moral caule of 


| this fear, | believe you already apprehend to 


be that (or ſome remainders of that) Spirit of 
Bondage, mentioned by S. Panl, Rom. $. 15- 
which ( as 1t ſeems by thac Apottle ) doth in 
nothing more fully d.ſcover ic ſelf, chen in 
the bitcer appreheniions of death, Heb. 2. 15+ 
this cannot be excuſed ( much Il-{s incoura- 
ged in you, or in any ocher; but will ſtand 
in need of much good counſel, and your own 
moſt ſixuewed endeavours to remove or leſ- 
ſen it, 

But what is it that you fear in deach ? the 
pains thereof you cannot in reaſon fear, be- 
cauſe you know nor of what, or whether of 
auy dileaſe you may dye : whether you may 
have pains or no, or ſexſe to feel chem, if 
yon have any : though even againſt cheſe 
you are not ivithour a Prom:ſe (to which « 


am. allured you have as good a claim as any 


one) viz. that God will make the merciful or - 
Charitable mans bed in his ſickneſs, Plal. 41, 3. 
though when God undertakes to make the 
lick mait; bed, his Soul ( indeed ) ſhall lye 
much ealter then his bodie, But that you in- 
deed fear is after death : that Thunder=clap 
which. fer Felix a trembling, when it ſpunted 
from the mouth of St. Paul; I mean, Fudg- 
ment ta come, Afis 24. 25, which for a good 
H 3 muy 
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man to fear too much 1s aſigne of Pruſilanimi- 
. z#te; not to fear at allisno ſ1gne of Pzety : 
our God isa Conſuming Fire, and in the beſt 
of us there is that dreſs, which dread; the 
tury of Everlaſting Birnings. In a word, a- 
bove all other Remel jes avainſt the fear of 
death, there is none more fpowerfsl, yea (o 
Fowerfol, as the contemplation of the death 
of Chriſt, which gave the fatal blow to the 
Chain of Adamant, wherein all mankinde rill 
then, were held captive; being indeed the 
death of death, Hoſ. 13. 14. The Refreſenta- 
tjons whereof may be ( queftionlels ) very 
nſefnlly, as well as innocently beheld by you, 
or any other Chriſtians; bur nor under any 
barren and me/ancholick hxation of your eye 
or ear on the ſtory of our Saviours Paſvion : 
bur by a wiſe ſele&ing out the fruits thereof, 
and feeding upon them by difcreer contem- 
plartion, for the ſtrengthening of our inward 
man, againſt tuch i#timid4ating thoughts of 
Mortality. 

Nenher can I adviſe you to avoid any 
thing that may /t;rre up chis paſc10n of fear 
in your heart ; but- rather the contrary 3 I 
mean to be forward in unbracing any ſeaſon- 
able opportumity of making theſe objects of 
ſadnels familiar to you. For behdes rhat it 18 
a dity of Religion to weep with them that 
weep, Rom. 12. 15. td viſit the ſick; Matrh. 25, 
36. to attend at the burjal of o»r { not friend; 
only, but_) brethren, Tob. 2,2, yea to my 

| them 
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them wich our own hands, or to do any pre- 
paratory office abour their Corpſes, if need 
be: you will ftinde rhereby this double ad- 
vantage, viz. thar you will moſt earneſtly flip 
fin, (rie cauſe and fting of death) and in 
ſhort time gain a great victory over this Pal- 
110N, 


Aa” ww —— 


OBJECTION. XXVI, 


Put though my tcar of death be removeable, yet 
is not my fear of talling away from Grace 
to be removed, 


SOLUTION. 


Nd why do you gor as well fear, 
XL chac the earth will opez,and ſwat- 
low yo up quick? you have ſome dependance 
upon the Goodneſs and Providence of All- 
mighty God, that he will nor thus deal with 
you 3 if you had not, your fear of the /ater 
would be as juſt,and as irremoveable as of the 
former. For what afſurance have you againſt 
the oze, that you have not againſt the other ? 
are not the Ssu/s of men as precious in the 
Eyes of their Creato»r and Redeemer, as are 
their #odies? can there be ſo great and pro- 
digious a judgement happpen to the Bo4ie of 
any man, as is Gods total and fixal withdraw- 
ing of Grace from his Soul ? and have you 
H 4 not. 
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not the ſame G94 IVord of God to depend 
Upon 1n your fears of the oxe, as well as of 
the other ? Doth God take care for oxen ? doth 
he give and perform promiſes of Food and 
Rayment, and Health and P-ace,%c. unto the 
Bodie, bur 1s he a dry and a lLarren IVildernzf 
C as the Prophet exprefſerh ir, Fer. 2. 31. ) 
unco the Sou!s of his People? 1 ſhall Jeave 
you to rum:nate on that Argumene of Saint 
Paul, Rom. 8. 32. He that ſpared a9t his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all ; haw ſhall 
be not with him aiſo freely giv? us all things ? 

Remember, I pray, that God takes his 
Grace from no man, who doth not abyſe it. 
The Talents were taken from non2, but him 
who wrapt onenp in «a Nafkjn: from him ic 
was taken away indeed, an: chat juſtly, be- 
cauſe he made no uſe of that, which was not 
only intended for yſe, but would have been 
increaſed by »fing. He couid nor help indeed 
the takzng 1t from him, when God for his 
Slyzgiſhneſs thought this the moit proper 
pwuthment for the oze, and reward for the 
other, upon their Recxoning tor the Talents ; 
but by Induſtry he might have prevenrel it, 
as did the orhet two Servants. 

And to render you ſati-fyed with an evj- 
dent and full-pafſage of Scriprure, be pleaied 
to peruſe char of St. Fur! wo the Hebrews, 
Chap. 6. 15. where after he bad tpuken of 
faling away, and rhe dreadfui and irrecover- 
able eftate of Apo p40) he addes, that he :5 


per- 
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perſwaided better things of them, and ſh as are 
ſeen oaly in good Chritians ;, aud his ground 
of that no fear is, for that God would re- 
ward their former labour of Love with the 
grace of perſeverance, the dye reward of 
ſuch(as like you ) do make (> of Grace give - 
en, as our Saviour witneflech, Mat. 25. 29. 


OO — 


2 


OBJECT. XXVIL. 


But ſenfible alteration in me, aud the Promi- 
ſed effets of Converſion , 7 finde none. 


SOLUTION. 
_ ——_ ſounds not the fame thing 


rome as ir did to the Fewes,% Heathen, 
inthe Apoſtles times, and atter the firſt Plan- 
racion of the Goſpell , who,are nor only to 
ſutfer a Change in point of morall prattiſe,but 
it pozat Of belief, Neither are there any ex- 
traordizary gifcs of tongues, and Miracles, or 
Healings, &'c, to be powred out upon wew 
Converts, for confirmacion of Faith, and in- 
creaſe of belizvers. Whea the Fewes were 
come into the promiſed Land, Mani ceaſed, 
we are now in a way of ordinary diſpenſati- 
on, and though rhe Holy Ghoſt de the Au- 
thor of this, as well as of the other 3 and our 


(ub= 
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ſubmiſſion to thiz, as deeply exat:d, yet is 
the M-thod, and manner of the wconomir, in 
ſome ſort changer, ( at leailt in the accil- a- 
tel parts thereof jt experience of our Reli- 
gion, and the Fairh of form:r ages, being 
argument enough to convince any rational} 
Souls, of the truth of it. 

Such extraordinary gifts, I ſuppoſe you 
will not look for; bur if for 11 extraordinary 
change, in your minde ( though this may be 
thought fupertluvus )) yer do but, ſer Repen- 
tance from lin, againit Contimuance in tin, O- 
bedience, againlt Rebellion, Righreom neſs ar 
gainlt $7, a Child of God againſt a Child of 
Wrath, Heaven againſt Hel, the Fellow hip of 
God an4 his Holy Augelis, againſt the Companie 
of Divels and Wicxed men, Eteraa! joy's a- 

ainſt Eternall torments, and the alterarion 15 
viſible enough,Rut if the [Yay bringingſof you 
inco this, muſt have been by miracle,'as was 
the converlion of St. P.ry/. or wich an audi- 
ble noice, as was Gol; Revelation of himſelf 
to Samuel : the weaknelſe of this expe&acion 
berrayes it ſelf, by the ſinz»larity of it, car- 
Tying with ira ſecrer cond:m1ation of the 
Stupidity, of other Chriſtians, who go hood- 
wink't they know not whether, never think- 
ing on any ſuch ſcnitble Epiphroic, and mae 
aifeitation of Chrit to their Souls, 


OÞB- 
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OBJECT. XII. 


Byt the root of Birtcrncls, from which maſt of 
theſe Doubts, Scruples, and Feares do ſpring 
is my Aptnels to fall iato ſin ;, together with 
ſuch borrible thouzhts Startling up tn my 
Heayt that I could even teare that Body to 
perces, ant rend out the Soul that harbours, 
and Evaporatcs, ſuch Lack, and Stiking 
Eruptions. 


SOLUTION. 


34 þ the ſins you have formerly bin 
ouiley of, are ſins of wilfi,lneſs, and 
the Relapſe, you may be thought to 1ntend 
in your objeC&ion, be into ſuch (ins; then is 
your caſe ſoinuch the more dangerous, b 
how much the more certain it is, that ſu 
fins of IWilfulneſs are not reconcilable to a 
State of regeneracy. The determination 
whereof, I muſt reterr to the Judgment of 
him, wich whom you ſhall chink fir ro intruſt 
the 4:atomie of your ſoul. Bur if they are 
but {ins of Humane, and Perſonall infirmity; 
then.fhall I offer to your conlideration, theſe 
ewo things: Fuſt , that 3t being ſuppoſed 
chat the {1115 yo: mention, are only ſos of 5x= 
ſirmity 
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ffrmity; that Relapſes into ſuch lins, are no 
new thing to every Child of God. as being 
Spotts ſo inſ-parable from a State of mortali- 
ty, that the Spirit of God hath Styled them 
by the moath of M2zſes, the Spots of Gods Chil- 
dren. Deut. 32. 5. 21y. that it is not to be 
Expe&ed, thac there ſhould be an Equality, 
of the Nuniber or Ki1es of theſe lins, in all 
the Children of God ; {ome beir.g giiilty of 
more, ſome of fewer ; ſome of more of one 
kinde, - of ſins of infirmrry 3; ſome of anocher ; 
and much of this noc only depending upon 
the diveriity ofche meaſure of grace given 
bur likewiſe upon the d:fferexr complexions, 
and former habits of thole Chriſtians, before 
their Penitence and Reforniarion. 

- Butif the caſe be of other Sins, viz of 
Sins of Wilfulneſs, then obſerve, thac there 
i9a very conliderable difference ( at leaft in 
your apprehenſion perhaps }) berwixt the 
aptneſs, or facility, of falling into Sin, and 


«ual! relapling thereinto, You finde (per- 


chance } the temptations are freqttenc and 
ſtrong upon you, and your enemie very in- 
defatigable and reſtleis; and you fear that 
the batteryin the end, will be too forci.ble 
for the fortification ro hold out againſt it 1s 


that theſe aſſaults of Fleſh and bloud, will 


not only Storm , but take, or elſe ſurpriſe 
your Reſolution : but all this while , this 
1s but anxiety : and if thoſe temptations do 
get ground of you; draw your will to ſome 
ſhorg 
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ſhort parly with them, and thereby increaſe 
your fear of Tea/4ing to this enemy; yer is 
there no relapſe : and if there were, yet 
ought you to have comfort, againſt rempta=- 
tions to diſpair of #4a/! victorie : becauſe 
theſe utmo{t endeavors of yours together with 
your griet conceived for bur inclining to 
cheſe cemptarions, will render your conditi- 
on commiſerable in the eyes of your tender, 
and compaſſionate Father : who will in the 
end, make his freygth to be ſeen in your 
weakneſs ; giving you good reaſon to aſcribe, 
the cauſe as well as che honor of the vio» 
ric, to him alone, by whom you ſhall be able 
fo do all things. Phil. 4. 13: 

But to prevenc your danger by temptation 
you ſhall do well , to open your condition 
freely to fome Grave, Provs , Diſcreet , and 
Learned Divine; one well ſeen in.the Studie 
of mens Conſcieaces, ( a great rarity I muſt 
rell you amongſt Proteſtants ,_) to have ofterx 
conference with him, to confeſfe freely to 
him, to receive diredions from him, for pre- 
venting your guilc and trouble, ro communi- 
cate frequently : che bleſſed Sacrament hav- 
ing a ſpecial! deſignation, for thoſe in your 
condition , refreſhing of wearied Souls be- 
ing the great intendment of that Conmmemo- 
ration of Chriifs death : All pts under 
ſuch þh.zrd uſage as is now preſcribed , will 
wither away, and dye in their prime : which 
by our private endeavours of eradication, pe” 

mo 


#1D Nnjeftion of Blaſphemous thoughts. 
nioſt times exceed our fears, as well as our 
*etpeftarions, in the growth of them. 

\ , Asforthe ocher part of your objeCtion , 
wherein you conplain of the depravity and 
corruption of your nature, belchr our many 
times. in Prod7gions thoughts of your heart, 
(it may be againſt che goodneſs, or juſtice, or 
perhaps againit che very eſſence of the Divine 
Majef1ie, ) the more holy you detire to be, 
the more g11evous will ſuch thoughts ( as 
you call them )be unro you. Therefore be 
pleaſed to conuder,1, that in my judgment, 
many of theſe are not your ow# thonghts,or 10- 
tous of corrupt natwe in you, as you Con- 
ceive; but really inje&ions of Satan, ftrong- 
ly ſavouring of malice againſt God, and the 
mercifii] work of our Redemption, This Itake 
to beir;. which 1s called the Divells putting 
of ſomewhat into mens hearts, as he did the 
reaſon of Judas, the prevaricatiun of Anani- 
& and Sapphira,Davids numbring the People, 
and St. Peters effemmate ſuggeitzons to our Sa- 
viour , &c. Theſe ſometimes are punith- 
ments fgr fin either in our ſelves or orhers , 
ſomerimts only trialls from God, for the 
manifeſtation of the power of his Grace, in 
nrensſouls : and I ſuppoſe they are not duly 
ftty1d onf thoughts, rill rhey are admuted , 
and treared by us , they chen become our 
finfull thoughcs, afſoon as we incline to en- 
rertain and imbr acethem. And 21y. ] doubr 
not, but ſuch as theſe May be inje&ed into 


. holy 


"- 
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Injefton of Blaſphentous thoughts 11T 


'F boly men, as in the caſe of Davi4, and Pe- 


ter, as we have inftanced before. Yea and 
nor ſo only bnt they may be hardned to, and 
imbraced, and conſequently, their ftate in- 
dangered till renewed again by-faith and 
LePentatice, 

Wherefore 1f you reje&,and not own them 
grieving for then as puniſhmenrs for ſin, 
praying againſt them , an perf. &ly hating 
them, wich what e're 18 the Author of them, 
having an holy jealouſte over your own na- 
ture, labow ing ro ſhuc the Den of your heart 
againſt ſuch incruders, and to give the poſlef, 
{101 of the conſiderable fort to better friends 
to your ſalvation 3 you are not hereby endan- 
gered by prefent guilc, or engaged under 
Jult fear of Apofacy; your ſtate in chis ( as in 
all other chings ) being not without example 
mn the deareſt Children of God, 


OBTEC TION. XXIX. 


Byt God hath manifeſted his Diſpleaſie gant 
me 13 many accidents of bfe. 


SO LUjTION:- 


25, UT may be Gods not giving you Chit- 

area is principally inrended by you 

in this objection : whe K £3 of che w ombe = 
| Th 
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ing ( as the Hebrewes were wont toſay ) in 
the Hands of God, there being indeed a 
more immediate coucurrence of the Divine 
Majeitie required to the fruit thereof then 
tothe pro4!:d194 of other things in the or- 
dinary courſe of Providence. I have known 
th1s prevaile very farr with ſome of your ſex, 
heightning their perplexityes f1 om that of Sc. 

Paul to Timothy, 1. Ep. 2.15. frow whence 
they conclude, that if a Woman continue 
terren ina tate of Marr 1age,there 1s no hopes 
of her ſalvacion ; thar depending ſo neceſſu- 
rjly upon the former condition of Chill-bear- 
ze, to this we anſwer by theſe degrees. 

1. It isnomarx, of Gods zrreverſible anger 
againſt us thac many Cre accidents befall 
us in this life; feeing they are generally ac- 
knowledged, to be not only matter of ad- 
vaiitage to our Souls, bettering us by ſuch, 


chatmants? bur they ought to be appr ehend- 
ed as Sores, Or Marks of Our adoprion. I | 


St.Pa't having zTliegitimated ell fuch as are not 
own'd by God for ſons by theſe farcherly 
Corre&tons of them Heb. 12, $. very farr are 
they too front being 44 ind: ve prognofticks 
of choſe everlalt;ng diſtc iburions, at rhe day 
of judgment, in the Opinion of King Selomon; 
whortells you that , 0 man h noweth erther 
Love or Hatred by all that js before them, Ec- 
cle. 9. 1. 

2. Where God: hath given Children , and 


by ſome evill accidcnrsaken them away, 
there 


> 


es. Bs it a. oor. acc oa .oa- ad. 
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there may more juſtly be ſuppoſed a mani- 
feſtation of Gods heavy diſpleaſure, then 
where he gives xo Children at all : yer that 
hath been the caſe of many ( holy Men and 
Women, as appears in the example of Fob. 
and David, whoſe Hiſtories are furniſhe wich 
moſt remarkable paſſages ro chis purpoſe ,, 
their lives being chequered ( as one may lay) 
with various contingencies of good and evill. 

3- Be it granted that barrexneſs , amonglt 
the Fewes was reputed a curſe, and thar God 
chrearneth it as a Judgment upon them to 
have miſcarrying wombs, and dry brealts. yet 
ought it nor to have that Charafer with us 
Chriſtians, whoare not engaged ro obedi- 
ence by promiſes of tewporall, but of Spirj» 
tuall and eternall blefliings: things of that con- 
cernment even in thoſe dayes, ( clouded 
with ſhadowing and carnall ordinances, )chat 
God himſelf propoſes chem ro the obedient 
Eunnches , as a full (indeed ſuperabundan: ) 


fatisfaction for their Steri/:ty, If. 56. 5, tle 
rruth 13, chere ought not ro be ( neither 1s 


there without our own fault ) any barrenneſs 
in Chriltians of either ſex, che forming of 
Chrif intheir Souls ( intimated by the A» 
poſtle, Gal. 4. 19. ) being a miFicall birth in 
all che Sons and Daughcers of God ; and not 
without ſome refle&ion on this, did the 
Church appoint the Magnificat , of chat blet- 
ed Virgin, to be publicly ſung in her Lz- 
twrgie; it being hoped that every member 

I there» 
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thereof, would conſider, that they . were 
bound 1» bring forth this fruit unto God. 
+4 Laſtly, for that of the Apaltie to Time- 
thy, the ſenſe 1s ſo obvious, and that falſe in- 
terpretationſo remote from the wiſdom , 
oodneſs , and truth of God; that ir is 
range the Faxcies even of women ( who 
*as confeſt are very forcible ) ſhould be able 
by. any chimiſtry of imagination, to extrat 
ſuch a diſproportionall meaning from that 
text, For St. Paul. having fixt that ſex, mn 
their due place of ſubordination in the 
Church; thar he nyighr give them ſome rea- 
ſons to be content with that portion, men- 
tions the order of their Creation, the wo- 
man being nor only formed after 44am, as 
that {1gnitics order of time , bur of Nature 
alſo, ( the Man being as one may ſpeak the 
frit rrnning of the metal! ) and her being 
firit in the cranſgriftion, ( a token af weak- 
neflſe and frailty ) as the Ground upon 
which he builds a conc/yfron, or can for the 
order ; pot ſo likely to ſtand falt, upon the 
bare auchoriry even of che Apoſtle himſelf 
without þz:ng cemented and crankr with very 
good and undeniable reaſons. but yer, not 


to l-ave them under the dithonour of ' 


being fir /# in that farall Crime.(Ringleaders 
- . . '2 : : ar . 
11Rebcilion ſei lome rafting , 0: thar mercy 
wiich i ſhnewed io their followers ) and like- 
wil-ro keep them fiom being thrult our of 
thac place, by. ti:c a2ger aid infſol:uce of 
| | 57 50 oe OS 
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the other ſex . the Apoſtle tells chem that by ' 
the fruit of their Womb they made amends 
for the miſerics arid m. (chiefs of their faulr ; 
the Remedy comming by chem ( namely the 
incarnation of Chrift ) as well as the diſeaſe, 
of the efficacy whereof they were likewife ro 
have their part if they ſhould coxtinue to per- 
forme the conditions of thar mercifull Co- 
venant; the Apoſtle very ſeaſonably mind- 
ing chem, of conſtancy in their profeſſions , 
and Praftife: of which the fir of that ſex, 
thewed no good example, in her hearkning 
tothe inggelſtions of rhe Serpent in Paradiſe. 
' More ( perhaps ) might be ſayd to this 
purpoſe , but the apprehefiſhons 1 have of 
your abilities and art of diſcerning, beyond 
the common capacity of your ſex, having 
already check't me, fer falling into this ſo 
lemne, and foreſeen Digreſſion. 

Thus, Madam , have I given you my 
thoughts, in theſe generall, and conje&ura)l 
applicarions hopeing thar they may pollibly 
hght on the whole, or ſome parr of the cauſe 
of your trouble. I have offered them to 
you , not ſo much in acknowledgment of 
thoſe favours, I have hererofore received 
from your (elf, and your dear Husband({ince 
with God ) ( though my obligation, there- 
by could nor be diſcharged, by a farr great- 
er attempt to recompence them ) as for the 
render reſpe& 1 have to your affifted flare. 
That this ſhowld do a perfe& cure ( rhough I 

TE know 
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know God doth ( manie times) great things 
by ſmall meanes, ) I have no grounded hopes 
ro believe : not only becauſe of the defects, 
and jmpotence of my endeavours ,. but for 
that diſeaſes of this kinde, are influenced ups 
on by the diſtempers, or complexion of the 
Patient, and have a ſecret and maligne aſpett 
upon them from many circumſtances, not 
oneflable ( I preſume ) by perſons more A- 
cute, thenl candeſerveto be thoughr. 

I know Dzvzxzes ſhould not undertake to 
cure, like Empericks, by Gueſſes, and at ra#- 
dome ; and therefore, Madam I have not ob- 
ſcurely intimated, my deſire unto you in 
this Paper to make a very ſeaſonable and 
home addreſs ro ſome oze of a Thovſand, Job. 
33- 23. A $kilfull Phifician of Souls ; that 
you may not be thought, to ſubordivate the 
care of your better , and eternall part, to 
that Cabinet of beautifull earth, wherein God 
hath lock*t up that rich Fewell for ſome few 
years : 1 am conhdent Madam, it 1s not on- 
ly the beſt, but the only Counſel] you can 
follow, with aſſuratice ( by Gods blefling ) 
of cureing theſe wornds in your Spirit; no 
if 1 have but cleanſed and Wip't, or done the 
leaſt other good office, cf helping forward 
their cyre; as] ought( and you) to give all 
rhe Prayſe thereof to God, to thall it be e- 
ſteemed a plentifull Reward, for this lictle 
Latour of Madam, 

Nonr affetftionate Servant 
ii: Chriſt Jeſns, 
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ſe archer of all Hearts, who know- 
eſt, ad tryeſt all our wayes, and 
unterſlandeſt OUY thouzhts v'arr 
off : from thy love and bounty it 1s , and not 
from our deſert, that we have any meaſure of 
grace, whereby we may know , and obey thy 


_ wall, azy impreſſicn of Godly ſorrow, when we 


have Lroaken thy lawes, any deſire to reſolution 
ani performance of what 1 pleaſing 1n thy ſight, 
ajter we have erred and ſtrayed from the pathes 
of thy commandments:mercifully I Leſeech thee to 
Lebold all ſuch as are grieved, oppreſt, and per- 
plexed im Sprrit , through the guilt of ſin,weak- 
neſſe of Grace, frailty of Nature, or the deut- 
ces of our grand enemie, and accuſer. Eſpe- 
cially Le mindfull of thy Servant B. B, who hat 
aeſfired the prayers of me thy moſt unworthy Ser- 
want, and erievoas fimmer. O Lord, to thee 
are 


are known all the ca»ſes, ard accaſions of her 
trouble and confuſion of Spirit 3 the diſtrafitons 
ad terrors of Ler ſoul, are not bid from thine 
Eyes : O thou that haſt the Balm of Gileaa, the 
Soul-healing Oyle of mercy, and pardon of ſin, 
pour the ſame 1 moſt humbly Leſeech into her 
wounded Spirrit, ind up this bruiſed Reed , 
kindle this Smoaking Flax, preſerue her from 
the Szares of Satan, free her from the d: lufions 
and errors of a deceitfull 1magination , aud 
wouchchaſe to ber ſuch a meaſure of Spiritual 
Con ſolution, that ker ſoul may te comforted 
aud ſtrenzthned tLereby ;, tothe finiſhing of her 
courſe with joy, through a final Viflorie over 
all hey Exenues, by the goodneſs and power of 
Jeſus Chriſt our SaUtour, Amen. | 
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